q L 
D 
by % 
l . 
- * . N 9 C = . - 
I . * * — 
8 
= | 
6 
* 
en 


© DELIVERED 5 


F / 


IN 3 
ARGYLE CHAPEL, 
B A T H, 


JANUARY XXX, MDCCXCT, 


I. 
By Rev. WILLIAM JAY, 
| II. be 
By Rev. CORNELTUS WINTER 
111. N 


By REV. JOHN ADAMS, 


2 
RINTED AND Sol D BY S. H AZ AR D; 


SO LD ALSO BY 


MATTHEWS, STRAND; DILLY, POULTRY; VERNOR, BIRCHIN®G 

| LANE; AND WAYLANDS, MIDDLE-ROW, HOLBORN, 
LONDON: 

MILLS AND BULGIN, BRISTOL ; COLLINS, SALISBURY» 


MDCCXC1 


4 = 


PUB 


TEEN PSCC PET I Cn 


RE 


de. os Ae 


Lie ef? 


=»: 


110 | 


1 


THE CONGREGATION: 


MEETING IN 


ARGYLE CHAPEL, 


THESE DISCOURSES, 
UBLISHED BY THEIR DESIRE, 
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RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED 


BY 
HEIR VERY AFFECTIONATE 


FRIENDS AND SERVANTS 
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THE AUTHORS 
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TO THE 
CONGREGATION. 


Dear and Honoured Friends, 


HOUGH I was as forward as yourſelves 
or the publication of the other parts of the 
ervice, I was averſe to the publication of 

e ſeyeral thoughts I delivered on the ſame 
xccaſion; nor ſhould I have ſent them abroad, 
ad it not been for repeated ſolicitation, and 
or the ſake of thoſe important inſtructions 
hich were not to make their appearance 

nthout them. My reluctance did not anle 
rom an over nice delicacy, or from a fear of 
he diſcovery of my creed, but from a per- 
uaſion of its inutility ; my ſentiments having 
B 3 been 


been all along fully known, and the deſign, 


of the work of the day equally anſwered 
without it. The intention of it was not tc 
bring to light our proceedings —it was not 
to make a paſtor or declare a perſon to be 
one—it was not to unite us, or to ratify ſuch 
a union, much leſs was it to inveſt with am 
new power, or authoriſe an adminiſtration 
of the ordinances. The {imple deſign of b 


was to receive inſtruction, in order to impreſ 


us with a ſenſe of our mutual duties, and ti 


implore the © God of all Grace” to bleſs uf 


* with all f piritual N in Chriſt Jeſus. 


As I had taken no minutes of what I del; 
vered, I feared I ſhould be unable to recollet 
it ſo far as to give ſatisfaction; however | 
may venture to ſay from ſeveral teſtimonies 
that the addreſs which you now ſee, is the 
ſame which you lately heard. I did not ab: 
ſolutely determine to ſay any thing on the 
occaſion. I left it to the freedom of my 
mind, and finding inclination, and liberty, | 
ſpake freely, regardleſs of the ſtudied plan 
of confeſſional ſyſtem, * 
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The glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God 

our Saviour, is the great object of our atten 

tion as miniſter and people; this only am 1 
allowed to preach, this only are you allowed 
to hear. If I miſtake not the ſubſtance of it 
it is to be found in the following pages. Some 
probably will deem my creed deficient; ſuch 
ſhould remember that I have not here deli- 
vered all my ſentiments, or every thing rela- 
tive to one of them. It 1s enough if I be- 
lieve in my heart, and confeſs with my mouth 
Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified. The Apoſtle 
determined to know nothing in compariſon 
with it. He begun his miniſtry by deliver- 
ing * firſt of all, that which he alſo received, 
* how that Jeſus Chriſt died for our fins, and 
* was buried, and roſe again according to 
the ſcriptures.” And it is more than proba- 
ble he ended it in a ſimilar manner, ſaying, 
* God forbid that I ſhould glory fave in the 
* croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” © He is the 
author and finiſher of our faith ;” his obe- 
dience and ſacriſice the alpha and omega of 
the goſpel. © No other foundation can any 
man lay than that which is laid. Now if 
B 4 any 
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any man build upon this foundation gold, 
* ſilver, precious ſtones, wood, hay, ſtubble: 
te eyery man's work ſhall be made manifeſt, 
* for the day ſhall declare it, becauſe it 
< ſhall be revealed by fire. ” . Bleſſed be God, 
many of you know; and are aſſured, that the 
fall of man, the redemption of Chriſt, the 
work of the Spirit, and many other things 
inſeparable from them; far from being opini- 
ons, are facts; facts, which may be oppoſed; 

facts which can never be overturned. Per- 
haps ſome of you who are poor and illiterate, 
are not able to diſpute their truth, or ſolve 
the objections with which they have been 
loaded; but you are as ſatisfied of their re- 
ality, as thoſe who may polleſs a, capacity 
competent to both. While others are con- 
troverting as a notion whether you are diſ- 
ordered, and whether you are incapable of 
action, you do not heſitate for a moment; it 
is a fact, you ſee, you feel, you groan be- 
neath the ſad effects of your deep rooted 
malady. While others are controverting as 
a notion, whether there 1s ſuch a thing as the 
ſun f in | the firmament, and whether he be- 
nefits 
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nefits the earth; you entertain no doubt 
it is a fact, you fee its light, you feel its 
heat, you rejoice in its pleaſant influence. 
To drop metaphor. You are not captives 
to a blind belief, nor is your faith the child 
of folly. You do not receive your religion 
without proof ; for while others who are 
able may judge from. outward, you judge 
from internal evidence; while others who. 
are able may determine from the conviction 
of the mind, you judge from the conviction 
of the heart. | 


* If you hold the head,” you will not 
be © carried about by ſtrange doctrines.“ 
* While others are ever learning and ne- 
ver able to come to the knowledge of 
* the truth,” © as you have received Chriſt 
* Jelus the Lord, ſo you will continue to 
* walk in him, rooted and built up in him, 
* and eſtabliſhed in the faith as ye have been 
taught, abounding therein with thankſ- 
* giving.” A diſpoſition for novelty in re- 
ligious truth is the ſpring of error running 
through the flowery field of ſpeculation into 

BOT | the 


10 
che gulph of apoſtacy. It is the mark of a bad 


palate when a man is for ever ſeeking freſh 
food, and it is an indication of a c&rupt 


mind to deſpiſe and negle& common truth. 


Happy in the poſſeſſion of what others feek 
for in vam, you will be ſatisfied with © the 
* word of life, which you have known, han- 
* dled, and taſted; content with this pro- 
viſion you will feed and © grow thereby,” and 
* be nourtſhed up in the words of faith and 
* ſound doctrine.“ While others are ſtran- 
gers to a peace of underſtanding; their under- 
ſtanding being perpetually on the ſearch, 
not knowing where to ſettle, you' will come 
to a point, and be able to make an ab- 
ſolute unheſitating concluſion. And while 
their mind, © like a wave of the ſea, be 
% driven to and fro and toſſed” on the ocean 
of uncertainty till daſhed on the rocks of 
ſcepticiſm or infidelity; you will © continue in 


the things which you have heard knowing 


* of whom ye have learned them,” *andyour 
* hearts will be comforted, being knit toge- 
« ther in love, unto all the riches of the full 


e afſurance of underſtanding, to the acknow- 
ledgment 


ledgment of the myſtery of God, of the 
* Father, and of Chriſt.” 


You will remember that by the things 
which you have heard you are ſaved © if ye 
keep in memory what has been preached 
* unto you, unleſs ye have believed in vain.” 
They are the chief ſources of comfort, and 
the principal motives to duty. © Ye ſhall 
know the truth and the truth ſhall make 
you free.” It unbinds the captive foul 
from the chains of ſin, and releaſes him from 
the bondage of miſery. Other doctrines 
may bring a few perſons on the cold legs of 
cuſtom to a place of worſhip, and keep 
them from ſome enormous crimes, but they 
are not effectual © to turn a ſinner from 
* darkneſs to light or the power of Satan 
«* to God;” nor can one inſtance: be pro- 
ed of any nation, ſociety, or individual, 
experiencing a moral change of nature 
where theſe truths have been renounced. 
Therefore we do not plead for them as mere 
notions, but truths, we do not plead for 
them as mere truths, but as truths eſſential to 

our 
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anſwer the purpoſe of reforming the wicked, 
of puriſying the heart, of ſupporting the 
mind under the ſorrows of life, and of en- 


abling the ſoul to rejoice in © the dark val- 


* ley of the ſhadow” of death” © with: joy 
* unſpeakable and ſull of glory” © we will 
< believe.” 


But you will obſerve that no ſyſtem - of 


doctrine will ſerve in the ſtead of that grace 


by which the heart is to be renewed, and the 
life ſanctified. Purity of fentiment, follow- 


ed with wicked practice, is only © holding 


the truth in unrighteouſneſs.” Faith 
* without works,” 1s as the body without the 


ſpirit, © dead being alone.” He that che- 
riſhes it is a © vain man.“ Would God 


we knew not where to find ſuch a charac- 
ter !—But alas! how numerous are the in- 
ſtances of profeſſors diſcovering immoder- 
ate attachment to © the preſent evil world,” 
and inſtead of conlefling themſelves to be 


« ſtrangers and pilgrims upon earth” ſeeking 


a na- 


our holineſs and happineſs. If people will 
ſhew us other doctrines which will better 
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a naturalization into its prohibited cuſtoms 
and deluſive honors! Hence lo little ſavor 
of grace in their converſation, ſo little ſpi- 
rituality in their devotions, ſo little holi- 
neſs in their lives! Be not ye conformed 
to them. Adorn the doctrine of God 
* your Saviour in all things.“ Let your 
practice praiſe your creed, and your lives do 
honor to your heads. Walk worthy of 
* the vocation wherewith you are called,” 
* as heirs of the grace of eternal life,” © joined 
together in the ſame mind and in the ſame 
judgment, ſtriving together for the faith of 
* the goſpel.” In our preſent connection let 


us never forget our duty and privilege. © O 


* houſe of Iſrael, truſt thou in the Lord; 
he is their help and their ſhield. O houſe 
* of Aaron, truſt thou in the Lord; he 1s 
* their help and their ſhield. The Lord 
© hath been mindful of us, he will bleſs us, 
* he will bleſs the houſe of Iſrael, he will 
© bleſs the houſe of Aaron.” © Except 
* the Lord build the houſe, they labor 
* in vain that build it. Except the Lord 
keep the city the watchman waketh but 

in 
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® in vain.” © Commit thy way unto the 
* Lord, truſt alſo in him and he will bring 
© it to paſs.” O ſatisfy us early with 
thy mercy ; that we may rejoice and 
* be glad all our days. Let thy work ap- 
* pear unto thy ſervants, and thy glory un- 
to their children. And let the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us: and eſ- 
* tabliſh'thou the work of our hands upon 


© us, yea the work of our hands eſtabliſh 


* thou it.“ 


WILLIAM IAV. 


Ta 


9 = l @ 
. = * 


A VIEW OF THE GOSPEL; 


OR, THE 


PRINCIPAL MATTER 


OF AN 


EVANGELICAL MINISTRY; 


DELIVERED IN 
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TO THE 


CONGREGATION 
MEETING IN 


ARGYLE CHAPE'L- 


By REV. WILLIAM JAY. 


I TIM, I. XV, 


THIS 18 A FAITHFUL Arte, AND WORTHY OF ALL Acer 
TION, THAT 


JESUS CHRIST CAME INTO THE WORLD 
TO SAVE SINNERS. 
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A VIEW OF THE GOSPEL; 


eee eee. 


MOREOVER BRETHREN, I DECLARE UN TO 
YOU THE GOSPEL WHICH 1 PREACHED 
UNTO YOU, WHICH ALSO YOU HAVE 
RECEIVED AND WHEREIN YE STAND; 
BY WHICH ALSO YE ARE SAVED, IF 
YE KEEP IN MEMORY WHAT 1 HAVE 
PREACHED UNTO YOU, UNLESS YE 
HAVE BELIEVED IN VAIN: 


Fur ſacred buſineſs in which we are en- 
gaged is to commemorate, ſolemnize, and 
ſanctify by prayer, and inſtruction, the uni- 
on which the miniſter and people of this 
church for a conſiderable time, have formed. 


Such an union ſhould always be formed 
with a cautious regard to the divine will, 
an affectionate concern for immortal ſouls, 
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and a pleaſing hope of being helpers of each 
Ih; others joy. 


* 
4 
1 
Ta! 
s 17 
\ * 
is 
FRF | 
=Y 
sS & 


| It is a work of the greateſt importance be- 
1 cauſe of its conſequences, for it is not ſo 

I; much a natural as a ſpiritual connection; not 

ih! ſo much deſigned for time as eternity; not 
ſo much to be judged, approved, or cen- 
ſured in the preſent ſtate, as in the future 
1 day, when we muſt all in our individual, re- 
lative, and public capacity “give an ac- 
* count of ourſelves unto God.” 


1 « To ſave us with a holy calling not ac- 
4 ] 
| i * cording to our works but according to his . 
4 purpoſe and grace given us in Chriſt Je- 5 
ö | * ſus before the world began,” has been the I 
i one grand aim of Jehovah adhered to in Ie 
1 every age, in every ſtate of the preſent ſyſ- of 
it tem, and univerſally purſued through all the I; 
|: - courſe of nature and order of Providence. * 
1 

r | E 
0 * Salvation belongeth unto the Lord.“ It < 
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is his own work; nor does he detract from 1 
ths glory as the author by uſing inſtruments 
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to accompliſh it. He could have eafily 
done without men, but he is pleaſed to act 
ith them, and hence ſome of them are called 
aviors, the ſalt of the earth, and the light 
of the world, becauſe under his divine in- 
uence they communicate ſpiritual advan- 
age. To make u3 love one another, which is 
great deſign of religion, God has appoint- 
xd us to be the means of communicating 
is bleſſings and under the law made men 
prieſts, and under the goſpel made men mi- 
iſters having infirmity.“ 


He has not commiſſioned any of the high- 
r orders of intelligences, © thrones or do- 
minions; principalities or powers,” the 
angels that excel in ſtrength and' do his 
commandments hearkening unto the voice 
of his word,” but deſcending to earth he 
as ſent forth the ſons of men; © go ye in- 
to all the world and preach the goſpel to 
every creature, and lo! I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world.” 
He gave ſome apoſtles; and ſome pro- 


phets; and ſome evangeliſts; and ſome 
C 2 * paſtors 
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and a pleaſing hope of being'helpers'of each 


others joy. 


It is a work of the greateſt importance be- 
cauſe of its conſequences, for it is not ſo 


much a natural as a ſpiritual connection; not 


ſo much deſigned for time as eternity; not 
ſo much to be judged, approved, or cen- 
ſured in the preſent ſtate, as in the future 
day, when we muſt all in our individual, re- 


lative, and public capacity © give an ac- 


bo count t of ourſelves unto God. » 


« To fave us with a holy calling not ac- 
* cording to our works but according to his 


* purpoſe and grace given us in Chriſt Je- 


e ſus before the world began,” has been the 


one grand aim of Jehovah -adhered to in 
every age, in every ſtate of the preſent ſyſ- 
tem, and univerſally purſued through all the 
- courſe of nature and order of Providence. 


* Salvation belongeth unto the Lord.” It 


is his own work; nor does he detraft from 
Iss glory as the author by uſing inſtruments 
8 to 
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to accompliſh it: He could have eafily 
done without men, but he is pleaſed to act 
with them, and henee ſome of them are called 
ſaviors, the ſalt of the earth, and the light 
of the world, becauſe under his divine in- 
fluence they communicate ſpiritual advan- 
tage. To make us love one another, which is 
a great deſign of religion, God has appoint- 
ed us to be the means of communicating 
his bleſſings and under the law made men 
prieſts, and under the goſpel made men mi- 
niſters having mfirmity.” | 


He has not commiſſioned any of the high- 
er orders of intelligences, © thrones or do- 
* minions, principalities or powers,” © the 
angels that excel in ſtrength and do his 


* commandments hearkening unto the voice. 
* of his word, but deſcending to earth he 


has ſent forth the ſons of men; go ye in- 
* to all the world and preach the goſpel to 

* every creature, and lo! I am with you | 
*always, even unto the end of the world.” 
He gave ſome apoſtles; and ſome pro- 


* phets; and ſome evangeliſts; and ſome 
C 2 * paſtors 
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_ paſtors and teachers ; for the work of the 
< miniſtry, for the perfecting of the ſaints, 
« for the edifying of his body the church.” 


He will never fail in his inſtruments. while 
he has any purpole to bring to paſs. He 
may, and he does produce changes in his 
church, removing one and another; yet 
he has always a reſerve of inſtruments in 
his ſecret intention, and in the due time 
they are made manifeſt. He will never 
leave his work without witneſſes, or ſut- 
fer thoſe to periſh for want of proviſion who 
commit the keeping of their ſouls to him, 
in well doing.” 


I hope my beloved, that you have ſeen 
the truth of this remark in the ſeveral ſteps 
you have taken fince your ſocial con- 
nection, and that on the preſent occaſion 
you are ready to utter the memory of his 
goodneſs, in the words of the reſtored Jews, 


He hath done great * for us whereof 
ve are glad.” 


5 Indeed 
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Indeed it becomes me to ſpeak with pro- 
per modeſty on this ſubject. I am not going 


so intimate that the Lord has fully repaired 


your late and deplorable loſs. I am not 
about to flatter him who now addreſſes you 
by placing him on an equality with your 
dear departed Paſtor. No. As I am infe- 


rior to him in years, ſo I am inferior to him 


in grace. As I come behind him in ſucceſſion 
of labor, ſo I come behind him in every 
natural endowment, in every acquired 
help, in every ſpiritual qualification, that 
can make the ſhining man, or adorn the 


Uluſtrious miniſter. 


I hope therfore none will conſider the 
hint which I am going to drop as in the 
leaſt tending to make you inſenſible of your 


affliction in the death of the great man who 


has fallen in this Iſrael. While creatures de- 
cay and die the Creator of the ends of the 
* earth fainteth not neither 1s weary, there 
* 1s no ſearching of his underſtanding.” 


Immutable in his nature, unfruſtrable in his 


deſigns, © his council ſhall ſtand, and he will 
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«do all his pleaſure. The loſs of no in. 
ſtrument, the loſs of no ſet of inſtruments 
{hall render his purpoſe of none effect, © the 
thoughts of his heart endure to all ge- 
- £,nerations,” Separate from his blefling no 

good can be done, and as all ſucceſs depends 
on him he can work with one as well as 
another; ho then is Paul, and who is 
* Apollos, but miniſters by whom ye be- 
lieved, even as the Lord gave to every 
* man. 8o then neither is he that planteth 
any thing, nor he that watereth, but God 
that giveth the increaſe. No he that 
* planteth and he that | watereth are one; 

and every man ſhall receive his own re- 
£4 "wn ry to his own labor.” 


On this denies I fappoſeic it is expected 
that ſeveral things will be delivered relative 
to myſelf; and believing that it is not 
only looked for but deſired, 1 have no ob- 
jection to it. #1 


Fully ſatisfied that efonal religion i is ne- 
ceſſary to perform — office in the chuch 
with 
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ne- 
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with propriety, I ſhould not have'entered on 
the miniſterial work in general, or the paſto- 
ral charge in particular, without ſome ſatiſ- 


factory hope that God had called me by 
his grace, and revealed his Son in me.“ 
An early: dedication to God made way 
for an early dedication to the work of the 
miniſtry. I cannot help tracing the hand 


of God in the whole of this affair. Born to 
no ſecular honor, poſſeſſed of no fortune, 


bred up in the ſhades of obſcurity, I had not 
_. the leaſt qualification for the work, or the 


leaſt probability of being brought into it. 


But the Lord by providential circumſtances 


opened the door, and I was placed under the 


care of my dear and honored tutor Mr. Win- 


ter, the beſt friend I ever had; to whoſe 


character I would bear my publick teſtimony, 


whoſe amiable temper, generous diſpoſition, 
condeſcending carriage, unceaſing friendſhip, 
I could enlarge upon with pleaſure were I 
not forbid by his preſence ; properties which 


having been diſplayed in general, and in 
-particular towards- me, will-ever render his 


.C 4 memory 


_ # | r 


** r F r LE . mm 
18 ® =_ =_ ry 8 or 


24 


memory . and apologize for my feelings 
on the 80 occaſion.- — 


By kim I was gradually introduced to 
the miniſtry, and went out preaching from 
"place: to place as opportunity offered,” re- 
-fuſing offers of ſettlement on account of my 
age, and ſatisfied that in due time the Lord 


for ſtated labor. And I. cannot help con- 
1 cluding that, he has made the way plain to, 


and opened a door in this place; our attach- 


ment has been mutual from the beginning, 
our affection has increaſed upon acquain- 
4 ance, and I hope our love will flouriſh 
-through time, . ſhine Ws to en eter- 
| 0 <" 22 a 72 19} 
4 As 1 have believed ſo have I ſpoken. 1 


have advanced no doctrine from the pulpit, 
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nor have I kept back from you any thing 
that I conceived profitable for you to 
know. I never aimed to deliver my ideas in 
—— terms. I never thought I had a 

- tongue 


would make plain the way, and open a door 


which I was not ſatisfied of in my mind, 


avowed. 


tongue given me to cloak my creed, and 


puzzle people. What I have embraced as 
true I have without fear or ſhame openly 
Therefore you muſt © fully know 
* my doctrine”. already; however, © ready 
always to give an anſwer to every man 


© that aſketh a reaſon of the hope that is in 


* me with meekneſs and fear; © moreover 


* brethren, I declare unto you the goſpel 
* which. I preached unto you, which alſo 

you have received, and wherein yesſtand, 
by which alſo ye are ſaved if ye keep in 


* memory what I preached unto you, unleſs 


bye have believed in vain.” 


He that cometh unto God muſt believe 
* that he is.“ This is the foundation of all 


| religion. If there be no God, there is no 
divine law; if therdhe no divine law, there 
is no difference between virtue and vice; 


and if there be no difference between virtue 


and vice, morality can only be, conſidered 
in the higheſt light, a civil thing eſtabliſned 
| by human ny. 
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Without an -overruling Providence we 
can have no confidence in the Supreme | 
Being; if ſaints we ſhall want the principal | 
ſolace in adverſity, if ſinners we ſhall want | 
che 3 reſtraint in 160M 


| 1 we n this neceſſary difrine by 
denying a particular providence, we del. 
troy a particular confidence, a particular 
ſource of comfort, a particular motive to 
duty, and give our actions only a yon 


rule of re 


| As we © deliver in God, we muſt be- 
4 * heve alſo in Jeſus Chriſt.” Man ſtands 
related to God and his neighbour. The 
divine law conſiders him in this light, and 

requires him to love the one with all his 
heart, and the other 1 himſelf. By conſi- 
dering his relation to God as his creator and 
preſerver, he may diſcover how deſtitute he 
is of that love, reverence, gratitude, and 
obedience he owes to him as his bene factor. 
By conſidering his relation to his neighbour, 
he may diſcover how deſtitute he is of that 
charity 
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charity and juſtice which he owes to him as 
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a brother. Thus he finds himſelf a tranſ- 
greſſor, is led to acknowledge his deſert, 


and is brought to perceive thoſe doctrines by 


which the religion of Chriſtianity is diſtin 
from, and ſuperior to, the religion of nature. 


The religion of Chriſtianity, in * and 


in part, reſpects man as fallen; by which I 


mean a bland, weak, guilty, 5 crea- 


ture. | 


Therefore the depravity of man is a very 


material article in an evangelical creed. 


And it is an article no leſs neceſſary to be 
believed, than eaſy to be proved, demonſtrat- 
ed through every age, in every country, ”Y 


PR 
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The corruption is univerſal, no part re- 


every perlon. 


mains uninjured. It is the cauſe of all ac- | 


tual tranſgreſſion. T he evil practice of the 
life proceeds from the © deſperately wicked 
and deceitful heart; the tree being bad 
the fruit is bad, the ſpring being corrupt 
the 
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the ſtreams are corrupt alſo. Our pride is 
the cauſe of all “ the filthineſs of the ſpi- 
© rit, and the dominion of ſenſe of all the 
« filthineſs of the fleſh; by the one we are 
alienated from God, by the other attached 
to the earth. From hence ariſes that: im- 
potency which the ſcripture attributes to us, 
by which we are incapable of faith, repent- 
ance, and holineſs. - If we give up the doc- 
trine of the fall, we preclude all poſſibility 
of recovery; like a diſordered man, who 
imagines he is well, and therefore refuſes the 
medicine which would recover him from the 
fad effects of his malady. But if we are 
truly convinced that we are ſinners, and are 
unable to deliver ourſelves, we ſhall be ſuit- 
ably diſpoled for © the excellency of the 
* knowledge of Chrift\Jeſus the Lord.” 
j 4 

This knowledge relates ta what he ic and 
reprelents him to us as the true God and 
eternal life, as * made in the form of a 
* ſervant” and © manifeſted in the fleſh.” 
Hence his name is © wonderful,” becauſe 
while he is the Child born” and the © Son 
given! he is allo © the everlaſting Father, 
| the 
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* the Prince of Peace.” He is divine as well 
as human; and the ſame thing which proves 
him to be the one proves him to be the 
other; allowing the word of truth to be 
judge, I could as well deny that he was man, 
as that he was God. To deny the deity 
of Chriſt is the ſame in revealed religion, as 


to deny the being of a God in natural reli- 


gion. It is the foundation, remove it and 
che ſuperſtructure falls; the doctrines are 
unintelligible, the promiſes vain, the pre- 
cepts weak in their motive, impertinent in 
their application, and unoperative in their 
influence. But that he is the Lord God 
* Almighty” is the belief of my mind, and 
the rejoicing of my heart. There is no 
name by which © the living and true God” 
differs from © falle and dumb idols; — 
there is no perfection by which the © God. 
% over all,” is known from © the lords 
* many and gods many; — there is no act 
of worſhip by which the © Moſt High” 
is diſtinguiſhed from © the powers which 
* are” receiving ceremonious reſpe& and 


Civil adoration ;—there is no work by which 
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the Creator” can be diſcriminated” from 
* the creature” as to nature, providence; 
grace, or glory, that is not aſcribed to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 2 


The goſpel relates to what he did. It 
contains his hiſtory from the throne to the 


croſs, and from the croſs back to the throne. 


It repreſents him as undertaking to remove 
our ſins according to his addreſs to his Fa- 
ther as he comes into the world, © Sacrifice 
* and offerings thou haſt not required, then 
*faid I, lo I come to do thy will, O God,” 
* by the which will we are ſanctified through 
* the offering up of the body of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
It diſcovers him to us as © wounded for our 
© tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for our iniquities, 
delivered for our offences, and rifing 
* again for our juſtification. 


He has realized what the various victims 
under the law only typified. They made 


their appearance to ſhew their inefficacy, 


and to convince © the comers thereuntoꝰ that 


hey ſtood in need of a ( better ſacrifice, be- 


© cauſe 
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« cauſe they: could not a away Gin ”, * But 
he by the once offering up of himſelf has 
ce for ever perfected them that are ſancti- 
« fied,” ſo that © there remains no other” 
and there needs no other * facrifice;” by 


„him all that believe are juſtified _ 


* from all things. 


The dodtrine of the atonement, not in 
the reſerved ambiguous way in which many 
uſe the term, who deny the thing, but 
* Chriſt dying for our ſins” in the pro- 
per ſenſe of the expreſſion; I conſider. as 


that which conſtitutes the good news, or 


glad"tidings, whieh the word goſpel ſigni- 
fies. It is a great advantage that by the gol- . 
pel we have ſo plain and perfect a ſyſtem of 
duty, but it is a degradation of it to ſup- 
poſe it was only deſigned to republiſh the 


law of nature. The intent of the goſpel is 


indeed to recover us to true holineſs ;. but 


for this purpoſe there was need of ſome- 


thing more than a revelation of moral obli- 


gation which is ſet forth by the Apoſtle. 
Our 
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« Our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelf | 


4 for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a pe- 


% culiar people zealous of good works.” 


Reſtoration to the divine favor was the firſt 
thing to be provided for, and would of 
courſe be the firſt concern of every man as 
ſoon as he found he was © guilty before 
God.“ To what purpoſe to lay before 
the convinced ſinner a rule of duty without 
giving him a ground of hope. Diſcover to 


him pardon for paſt ſins, and aſſiſtance for 


future obedience, and then ſuch a rule 
would be ſeaſonable, and this is the order 
in which the goſpel proceeds as preached by 
the Apoſtle. © © And all things are of God, 
ho has reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus 
'< Chriſt, and hath given to us the miniſtry 
* of reconciliation; to wit, that God was 
in Chriſt reconciling the world unto him- 
* ſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes ' unto 
* them, Now then we are embaſſadors for 


* Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by 
us: we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead to be 
«.reconciled unto God. For he hath made 

e him 
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© him to be fin for us who knew no fin, that 
* we might be made the righteguſneſs of 


« God in him.” 


There is no other ſcheme ofdoctrine which 
deſerves even the name of the goſpel.—Sup- 
pole the goſpel to be only a ſyſtem of mora- 
lity, requiring that we ſhould © be holy 
e and without blame before him in love.” 
it | —Here is no good news for the ſinner. 
o He has no inclination or ability to © be 


r || © ſanQified throughout body, ſoul, and ſpi- 


e | © rit.” —Suppole the goſpel treats princi- 
r | pally of the reſurrection. Here is no good 
y || news for the ſinner.— He is not delighted 
with the idea of riſing again, he would ra- 

cher remain in the grave forever.—Suppole 
y | the goſpel only brings © immortality to 
s || © light.” Here is no good news for the ſin- 
ner.——He is not pleaſed with the thoughts of 
„eternal duration, he would rather ceaſe his 
r || continuance.—Suppolethe goſpel only a pro- 
7 || miſe of pardon and life, on condition of faith 
- 
. 
I 


and repentance. Here is no good news forthe 
D ſinner, 


12 2 —— 
ccc 88 7 —— — = 
. = = = = — A = A. = A _ * n 1 b N r - @ — — E 


243 £28 


ſinner. 
irritated to be diſappointed; like a perſon 


engaging to give me an eſtate if I will fly to 


the moon.— Or ſuppoſe the goſpel to be a 
revelation of abſolute mercy as ready to par- 


don iniquity. Even here is no good news 


for the ſinner, unleſs he can ſee a way in 
which it can come to him agreeable to the 


character which the ſcripture has led him to 
* God is holy in all his 


Fran of God. 
* ways, and righteous i in all his works.” — 


Whatever fayors he confers. as à bene-- 
factor, he muſt preſerve his claims as a le- 
Therefore when I begin to be de- 
lighted with the glad tidings of Merey, ſay- 
I, am terrified, 


giſlator. 


ing, Spare him, bleſs him; 
again by the language of Juſtice, Cut, him 
off, deſtroy him. It is evident the one, as 


well as the other, exiſts ; 
the other has its claim. In this caſe Mercy 


ſhews me the tree of life ; Juſtice ſtands with 


the flaming ſword to guard it from approach, 
If we ſay that we ſhould take the declaration 


of God that he will fardon iniquity without 


any 


It is bad news, his deſire is only 


the one, as well as 
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by any other conſideration; and be ſatisfied ' of 
on I his doing it; why may we not ſay that we 
to I ſhould take the declaration of God that he 
2 vill uniſi iniquity without any other con- 
ſideration, and be ſatisfied: of his doing it! 
Shall we make the divine perſections any 
thing or nothing, magnifying one and depre- 
ciating another? Is the divine law to vary 
in its demand, and fail in its execution? Shall 
is ve weaken its authority by diſpenſing with 
— its penalty? We cannot do this, for if the 
penalty be founded in the fitneſs of things; 
and agreeable to the divine perſections; 
and unleſs it was ſo, God would never have 
appointed it, it follows, that not only we, 
1. but God himſelf cannot diſpenſe with it 
: | 
$ 


any more than with the whole law. 


I think no man can rationally hope for 
' || pardon unleſs he can ſee a way in which 


|, | God can do it as God, and be faithful and 


| © juft to forgive us our fins, and cleanſe us 


© from all iniquity.” 


, 
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Such a ſcheme is the goſpel; it reveals 
a free, rich, righteous ſalvation through je- 
ſus Chriſt, © ſet forth as the propitiation for 
* fin through faith in his blood.” Hence it 
anſwers its name; it is good news, glad tid- 
ings. It would be eaſy to illuſtrate this view 
of the goſpel. If there was a man in debt and 
I told him a Surety had diſcharged him—If 
there was a man periſhing for want, and I 
told him of proviſion—If there was a man 
deſtitute of cloathing, and I told him of rai- 
ment Or if there was a condemned man and 
] told him of liberty and life; who does not 
ſee in each caſe that here would be good 
news.—Sinner, © behold I bring thee glad 
* tidings of great joy Sinner, indebted to 
divine Juſtice, having nothing to pay, be- 
hold © the ſurety of a better covenant,” *the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the ſin of 
the world“ Sinner, periſhing with hunger, 
behold © the bread of life whereof if a man 
« eats he ſhall never die.” Naked ſoul here 
6 is fine raiment that thou mayeſt be 
* cloathed, that the ſhame of thy nakedneſs 
may not appear. And thou poor wretch, 

* R writing 


. LAS n : = S *W W Y ® thi = 
4 
id | 3 ] 


writing bitter things againſt thyſelf, con- 
demned by the holy law, crying where 
ſhall I fly for refuge; © believe on the Lord 
« Teſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” 


In order that the goſpel might be of ad- 
vantage to us, faith is neceſſary. In what- 
ever way the bleſſings of ſalvation are repre- 
ſented, faith is requiſite to a proper en- 
joyment of them. One ſhould imagine 
that benefits calculated to relieve our 
wants, and make us eternally happy, pre- 
ſented to us in the goſpel, would be ea- 
gerly embraced. But this is far from 
being the caſe. The pride of the human 


heart ſcorns to ſtoop, it hates obligation, it 
affects an independence. It will not ſub- 
mit to the righteouſneſs which is of God; 
it would rather patch up a ſhelter than 
* fly for refuge to lay hold of the hope 


* ſet before it in the goſpel.” 


Therefore the operation of the Spirit is 
neceſſary. This is one of the principal glo- 
ries of the evangelical diſpenſation, and it 

D 3 {hall 
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ſhall be my endeavour to ſhew my hearers 
that their regeneration, advance in holineſs, 
fupport under trouble, final perſeverance, 
everlaſting triumph over all the curſed effects 
of ſin, depends on the agency of the Holy 
Spirit. Revelation is no ſooner admitted 
than reaſon confirms this truth. We allow 
that the miraculous operations of the Holy 
Spirit have ceaſed becauſe. their neceſſity 
has ceaſed but we- affirm that his ordi- 
nary operations continue, becauſe the neceſ- 
ſny of them continues. Why was the Spirit 
given forth upon the followers of the Apoſ- 
ties? - To: ſanthfy: them. Have we leſs 
need or more ability for ſanctification than 
they had? It was given to © ſhed abroad 
*the love of God in their hearts.“ Have we 
more ſpiritual, more fervent affections? It 
was given © to help their infirmities,” Have 
we leſs weaknefs ? It was given © to bear 
* witnels with their ſpirits that they were 
* the children of God.” Have we no need 


of this teſtimony to aſſure our hearts before 
him? To deny the influences of the Spirit, 
s to relax the energy of the goſpel, and turn 
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rers the church into a valley of dry bones. To 


ſuppoſe an innate efficacy in the word to 
produce faith, is to ſuppoſe an innate virtue 
in the ſun to produce a plant. The ſeed 
muſt be there previouſly before the one or 
the other can bring forth fruit. To talk of 
the fitneſs of things, the beauty of virtue, 
the union of moral and natural good and 
evil, is good in its nature, and true in its 
fact; and upon men who are truly wiſe and 
well · diſpoſed, may have influence, but this 
is not forceable enough to diſentangle the 
heart which is already an enemy to reaſon, 
allied to vice, ſunk in ſenſuality; enflaved 
by appetite and paſſion. To produce faith 
is ſolely the prerogative of God; we own 
indeed that the word is a mean in his hand, 
but deny that it poſſeſſes any power to do it 
independent of the Holy Ghoſt ; the goſpel 
therefore 1s called © the miniſtration of the 
Spirit, becauſe his influence renders it ef- 
ficacious, and continues to make it an inſtru- 
ment of operation to the end of the world. 
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Holineſs is neceſſary to preſent peace and 
future glory. Without it no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord; and ſo far is the doctrine of the 
croſs from oppoſing this truth, that Jeſus 
_ Chriſt cracified is the principle and end of 
it. 'The man who believes in him, believes 
in him for righteouſneſs. While he diſclaims 
ment he delights in gratitude, and it is his 
deſire and endeavour to © walk before God 
«* in.holinels and righteouſnels all the days of 


© his life.” He is as much diſtinguiſhed by his 


practice as by his creed; his works are evi- 


dential of his faith, and his faith is the ſpring ' 


of his works; for in order to all true holi- 
nels, pride, and the dominion of ſenſe muſt 
be deſtroyed. And what can deſtroy the 
one or the other? Nothing ever has, 
nothing ever will, nothing ever can, but 
faith in Chriſt crucihed, Every other 
icheme of dottrine which has ſpread 
in the world has tended to, promote 
ane or the other. But the believer, 
from his union with the Saviour, expe- 
riences the gradual deſtruction of both ac- 
WOE to the words 9 the Apoſtle : © I 
i * am 


1 


c 2m cruciſied with Chriſt; nevertheleſs I 
live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me: 
« and the life which I now hve in the fleſh 
« Thve by the faith of the Son of God, who 


loved me and gave himſelf for me.” 


As it is the work of God, and he does no- 
thing in time which he did not deſign to do 
from eternity, ſalvation is his own eternal 
purpoſe, and the effect of his gracious ſove- 
reignty ; © according as he has choſen us in 
him, that we ſhould be holy and without 
blame before him in love, having predeſ- 
* tinated us unto the adoption of children 
* by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, according to 
* the good pleaſure of his will, to the praiſe 
* of the glory of his grace.” And as his pur- 
pole and the promiſes which are the difco- 
very of it cannot be broken, the © righteous 
* ſhall hold on his way, and he that hath 
* clean hands ſhall wax ſtronger and 
* ſtronger.“ | 
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THIS CHARGE 1 COMMIT UNTO THEE THAT. THOU MIGHTRSY 


WAR A GOOD WARFARE. 
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THE CHARACTER, DIFFICULTY, 
AND. HONOR, OF A MINISTER 
OF JESUS CHRIST. 


A twig properly conducted and well ſup- 
ported may ſave a man from being drown- 
ed. A king may commiſſion his ſervant 
to go to a poor cottage in ſome obſcure 
part of his dominions to bring into his 
preſence one on whom to confer his royal 
favor. In the one caſe there is no merit 
due to the twig; nor in the other, glory 
to be given to the ſervant. —Mr. Jay, in 
the courſe of his addreſs, has involuntarily 
aſcribed too much to me ; while I eſteem 
it an honor to have been the inſtrument 
of introducing him into the work of the 
miniſtry, I have no claim to an equal 
meaſure of his endowments; hence I am 
under a neceſſity to addreſs him from theſe 
papers, wherein I have collected a few 


thoughts which entirely reſpett You my 
dear 
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dear brother; therefore, let me deſire you 
to ſix your attention upon, and regulate 
your conduct by the advice of the Apoſtle 
to his beloved Timothy; as you will find 


It recorded 1 in the 


"of | 
#1 
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11 TIM, 11. 3. 


THOU. THEREFORE ENDURE HARDNESS AS” 
A GOOD SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST, 


- 


I things pertaining to God, it behoves us 

to think, and ſpeak, with the greateſt regard 
to truth. On occaſions like this, wherein 
there is peculiar propriety in enlarging on 
the duty and work of a miniſter of the gol- 
pel, much is commonly ſaid of the arduous 
nature of his office and the, difficulties at- 
tending. the diſcharge of it. Apoſtolick 
phraſes are uſually adopted, and applied to 
the ſubject, as though our zeal and ſuffer- 
gs were equal to the Apoſtles. 


But 
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But on compariſon the difference is very 
| great. Therefore though there may be pro- 
; priety in our uſing the Apoſtles' language, 
| while 1nculcating advice relative to the ſta- 
tion, and obligation of the chriſtian paſtor ; yz 
we ſhould be careful neither to overvalue 
our province in the church of Chriſt, nor to 
magnify any little inconveniencies attending 
it into enormous afflictions. - _ 
; w 1 
I think it my duty while performing the 
part you have aſſigned me in the preſent ſer- 
vice, to come forward with theſe preliminary- 
cautions, © leaſt we ſhould be found falſe 
* witneſſes of God.” 


But while I would caution againſt wrong 
ideas on theſe - occaſions, and an improper. 
application of words, I am aware there is a 
parallel in common between what Timothy 
was, and what every good miniſter ſhould be. 
In a ſober ſenſe therefore, the words origi- 
nally addreſſed to him, may be uſed to great 
advantage while inculcating upon you, the 
inſtruction neceſſary to be obſerved in order 


tO 


the 
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to the right, and faithful diſcharge of the 
duty you owe to Jeſus Chriſt, —the different 
parts of the church who may ſhare in your 
labors,—and to this ſociety more immedi- 
ately over which you are called to exerciſe 


the paſtoral care. 


A few moments recollection will lead you 
to obſerve, that&the principal parts of this 


preceding epiſtle intirely m_ 
ce of the 'evangelical minittry ; 


which Timothy was appointed very os in 
life, and in which he ſerved with the Ape 


68 a ſon with a father.” 


and t 


The ſtate of the times and the caſe of 
the young man who was introduced into 
the miniſtry under the Apoſtle, accounts 
for the matter, and manner of his re- 
peated addreſs: it was a ſeaſon of the 
moſt virulent perſecution from the world, 
degeneracy among profeſſors, and apol- 
tacy from the faith. But whatever hi- 


therto had turned up to make the duty 


of the miniſtry hard and difficult, the 
Apoltle 


ur 
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Apoſtle foreſaw it was but a preſage of what 
was to follow, and as the gathering of a 
cloud before a ſtorm. Some were already 
turned aſide after Satan.” © The time” 
was at hand © when ſound doctrine” would 
not-be © endured.” Infirmities tending to 
debilitate the body, and enervate the mind, 
had already ſtolen upon the young evange- 
liſt; and the Apoltle knew that all things 
put together, would make a combination of 
painful events againſt which he had to 
be ſteeled and fortified ; he therefore ad- 
dreſſes him in the words I would make the 
foundation of my addreſs to you upon this 
occahon, thou therefore endure hardneſs 
* as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt,” “ 


The words lead me to— | 


| Remind you of your relation— 


What in your deportment is 1 ed to 


a proper diſcharge of it, and 


The ſignal character an attention to your 
deportment will bring upon you: 


E Your _ 


- Your relation is that of a ſoldier to his ſo- 
vereign, and to the ſtate over which he is ſu- 
preme. In direct terms you are related by 
your office to Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of 
the Kings of the earth.” Though the 
names, and titles by which the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is made known, do not lead immedi- 
ately to the recollection of Providence, yet 
the movements of it are directed by him, 
otherwiſe he could not be ſaid to © uphold 
[2 all things.” His church is under his pro- 
vidential government, nor will he ever re- 
ſign the rein, to any one creature either in 
heaven, or in earth. The diſpoftions and 
ations of men are, and ever were overruled 
by him, and it is he now, as well as for- 
merly, who makes them able miniſters of 
© the New Teſtament. een 21 1) 


As to Jeſus Chriſt, ſo ub are you — 
to the church, whom he hath purchaſed 
e with his own blood,” and to whom © he is 
head over-all things. As a Chriſtian in 


your private Saen and as a miniſter i in 
2 6 "IT your 


your publick office, your relation i Is that of 


a a ſolder, 


Hence I preſume you ſtand prepared in 
your 'two- fold capacity, to receive ſuch ad- 
monitions as in the ſacred ſcriptures are to 
be met with relative to each, | | 


It is effentially neceſſary that yout religion 
ſhouldbewell aſcertained, before you can pro- 
perly acquit yourſelf in the miniſterial office. 
If what is eſſential to the being of a Chriſtian 
be wanting, a proper regard to the honor | 
and intereſt of Chriſt will not be found, and 
though the matter of your preaching may 
be Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, the end of your 
preaching will be yourſelf, 


In this awful caſe it would be with you as 
with the member of a ſecular ſtate; .who 
would be no otherwiſe concerned for the 
event of a war threatening defolation 'to his 
country, than as it might reſpett his own 
honor and advantage. 


E 2 We 
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We have no reaſon to think all who 
preach Chriſt are vitally made partakers of 
him.. The great day will diſcover ſome 
pleading © have we not propheſied in thy 
* name, and in thy name caſt out Devils, 


* and in thy name done many wonderful 


* works; to whom he will fay, I never 
* knew you.” In the time of our Apoſtle 
* ſome" preached Chriſt” not becauſe: they 
were heartily concerned for his glory, not 


< of ſincerity, but of contention, ſuppoſing 
* to add affliction to his bonds.” 


- 
1, 


A falſe. motive may, and 10 - doubt "ag 
quently does, by the oyerruling, providence 
of God, promote a right end; but by the 
Chriſtian indeed the motive will be directed 


to the end, becauſe © he loves the Lord 1 Jeſus 
* W er in n ſincerity. 


: My hope of you is edfalt, my dear 
friend, that you are made a partaker. of 


Chriſt, * though I thus ſpeak,” and that if a 
ſeafon leſs favourable to the publick profeſ- 


lion of the goſpel than the preſent, ſhould 


Ever 
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ever commence, that you would, without 
heſitation, and reſerve, become © a partaker | 
of the ſufferings of 'Chriſt;” or which is 
the ſame” thing, of © che afflictions of the 


* gol] pk” 


The peaceful ſtate even of theſe times, does 
not wholly ſkreen the Chriſtian, who would 
be more than the Chriſtian in name, nor 
will it admit of his inactivity. Many are 
the dangers to which the profeſſion of the 
faith is expoſed, not only from © the wiles 
* of the Devil,” but © by the lights of men 
and cunning craftineſs whereby they lay 
in wait to deceive.” Both the judgment, 
and the practice is expoſed to the onſet, 
and in vain is an attempt made to preſerve 
either, by the mere dint of argument, or the 
force of reaſon, unaided by divine ſtrength. 


If then you would © pleaſe him whohath cho- 
*ſenyou to be” a chriſtian *ſoldier,” you muſt 
be ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus,” 
that you may © watch” to advantage, * ſtand 
" faſt 1 in the faith and quit yourſelf like a 

E 3 * man” 


. 
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© man” of God“ The armour. of light“ 
which you have taken inſtead of the caſt off 


orks of darkneſs,” muſt remain upon you 
till you can with eaſe, and convenience ad- 
mit of your ſkin being taken from your fleſh. 
The breaſtplate of faith, and love, and for 
* an helmet the hope ol ſalvation,” being 
put on, can never with ſafety be put off, till 
you exchange your ordinary apparel for the 
ns 


The conteſtwherein as a Chriſtian you are 


engaged is good, and the weapons” with 


which you carry it on muſt not be © carnal 
5 but ſpiritual.” The faith which is the 
point ſtruck at, is to be contended for ear- 
neſtly, but with no degree of * wrath or ma- 
< lice or bitterneſs.” The faith you contend 
for is connected with eternal life, on 
which you are to lay hold with an eager 
graſp, and the full enjoyment of which you 
may anticipate, without being ſubject to that 
diſappointment with which they are fre- 
quently mortified, ho mind earthly 
4 things. 1 205 "OHA 
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a Chriſtian it is requiſite: that you 
ſhould be“ an example of believers in word, 
in converſation, in faith, in purity.” - It is 
expected that your doctrines ſnould be tran- 
feribed into your life, that men beholding 
your works may glorify God. A becoming 
practice, is the beſt evidence we can give of 
the high importance in which we hold our 
doctrine. If in the ſtudy, and in the parlour; 
you can exemplify the character drawn in 


- the pulpit; © the-man and his communica- 


* tion” will be fo well known, that his com- 
pany will be courted for the fake of his com- 


munication. - 


* Your converſation will be without co- 
« yetouſneſs” if you are under the chriſtian 
bias, © and you will be content with ſuch 
* things as you have.” Prepared for all 
events you will be ſuitably affected by every 
one of them, © and 2 God in your 
body, and in your ſpirit.” | 


While your condudt as a Chriſtian is daily 
advancing towards the ſtandard of perfection, 
9 it 


Tx 
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it will be requiſite that you ſhould Nudy the 
properties, and obligations of the miniſter, 
and in the diſcharge of your duty, be an ex- 
ample to the riſing generation of young men, 
who eſteem it a privilege to be called the 
* ſervants of * Chriſt.” 73 0 5 


+ The en dg term by . ol of 
fice is denominated, ſuggeſts that youſhould 
be detached from every thing that would in- 
terfere with your miniſtry that you are to 
act in concert with others under the ſame 
commiſſion, - and that you preſerve the 
ſtricteſt attention in your work. 


Jo the former of theſe the Apoſtle adverts 
when he ſaith No man that wareth en- 
< tangleth himſelf with the affairs of this life, 
that he may pleaſe him who hath ; choſen 
him to be a ſoldier :” if he does, the autho- 
rity of his ſoyereign is ſtronger than the en- 
tanglement, and will break it without re- 
garding the pain, and mortification attend- 
ing the breach. The devotedneſs of the mi- 
niſter to his ſervice will be in proportion to 

I the 
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che zeal lie has for his Maſter's cauſe, and 
he will therefore keep himſelf detached from 
whatever is repugnant to it. This notion 
does not militate againſt a proper attention 
to the relative duties of life, the calls of, 
friendſhip, or to thoſe reſpective concerns 
the miniſter in common with other men is 
bound to attend. 


In our line, the means of ſubſiſtence are 


ſometimes ſo inadequate for neceſſary de- 
mands, that it is unavoidable but that ſome 
of us ſnould connect the ſecular with the ſa- 
cred employ; nor are we aſhamed to on it. 


But as the military man though his hands 


are not confined from certain employments 
in his vacant hours, is nevertheleſs careful 


to make his perſonal concerns give place to 
the duties of his more important ſtation, 
wherein the honor of his ſovereign, and the 
welfare of the ſtate have engaged him, ſo 
ſhould we who are miniſters © according to 
*. the diſpenſation of the goſpel,” make 
every thing ſubſervient to our great work 
that we may © fulfil the word of God.” 

} Remember, 
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5 


3 


FR] 


Remember, you are not called, nor will of 
you ever be left to ſerve alone. The cauſe = 
of Chriſt, any more than the welfare of ar 
ſtates, and nations, was never ſuſpended up- dil 
on the exertion of one man. From the be- no 
ginning a large plurality of “ prophets,” of ali 
* pſtles, of * evangeliſts,” of © paſtors,” in 
and of © teachers,” have been engaged in its be 


defence, and ſervice. So it is at this day. or 

Are you one on the liſt with many unto * 
whom a diſpenſation of the goſpel is com- ar 
mitted; and engaged in the common war- 10 
fare? Act by the ſame rule” common * 
to the whole body; walk in the © ſame ſteps” hi 
wich thoſe who precede you, © mind the ” 
* fame” thing,” and © ſtrive together” with T 
thofe'whoſe gifts and zeal perhaps are no- 0 
ching inferior to your own, © for the faith of 0 
che goſpel.“ Though in one view as a 1 
ſtated paſtor over one people, in relation to 1 
them more particularly you are to conceive & 
yourlelt detached from every body elſe, yet te 
in another view you rank with all who are 


inveſted with the ſame office. In this view 
2 of j 
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of the ſubjebt, miniſters may be conſidered 
as ſo many ſoldiers compoſing the ſame 
army; and as all collected bodies admit of 
difference in ability, ſo it is in the chur hes; 


not only are there diverſities of gifts“ but 
alſo different men poſſeſs the ſame giſts 


in various degrees. Though there ſhould 


be ſome in the ſame rank wherein you ſtand 
on perſonal compariſon inferior to you, def- 
piſe them not, leaſt that inſtance of highmind- 
edneſs ſhould be reſented by your Maſter, 


and prove injurious to yourſelf: though with 
reference to a different ſubject the advice of 


our Apoſtle maybe adopted to the point m 
hind, © deſpiſe them not becauſe they are 
e brethren, but rather do them ſervice." 
There may be great zeal for the honor of 


God where there may belittle ſtrength, and 


even a little ſtrength judiciouſly put forth at 


the divine command, in conjunction with 
the whole corps, may contribute to the 


cauſe of that victory, the glory of which, af. 
ter all the exertions of man, muſt be aſcribed 


to the Lord himſelf, 


| | If 
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If chis thought be properly digeſted, it will 
lead you to think and act diametrically op- 
poſite to ſome upſtart characters of the pre- 
ſent day, who without modeſty conclude di- 
vine influence reſts excluſively with them. 
No wonder therefore that with their“ falſe 


tongue they can brand with undeſerved 


epithets, ſome of the moſt conſcientious and 
pious miniſters, for no other reaſon than be- 
cauſe they have not the vivacity, and auda- 


city with themſelves, and becauſe they can-- 
not with their unbounded irreverence look 


into the grand arcana of God, and with dog- 
matical poſitiveneſs decide upon matters 
* too high for their conſcientious inquiries 
to reach. 


Is. not. this a proper place for me to 
adviſe you, as you have opportunity to 


prove yourſelf a lover of good men, 


by cultivating ſociety with them as oc- 
caſion offers? You will often find much 


piety, and reſpectſul learning unattended 


with your meaſure of popularity; I am 
ſorry to be obliged to add, and probably 
23 
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you may alſo find ſome inſtances of prejudice 
againſt your enlarged plan of operation, 
and perhaps that prejudice heightened by in- 
diſcretion, hard reflettion, and other things, 
by no means the ornaments of the Chriſtian 
religion. This need not make you matten- 
tive to your © Maſter who is in heaven;” 
love all good men, and ſhew becoming af- 
fection and reſpect to every chriſtian miniſ- 
ter; remove prejudices, whether juſtly or 
unjuſtly founded, if you can; but let no man 
hinder you from being as active as your 
ſtrength will admit, and as extenſive in your 
exertions as Providence affords occaſion fbr. 
'You have but one life to devote to God, and 
to ſpend in his ſervice, therefore do as much 
in a little time as you can; and if poſſible, 
rather find time, than ſuffer a moment of it 
to be loſt. | 


Your being one with many does not admit 
of careleſſneſs. Who is that man in the heaq 
of action, that dares to be of / a diſſipated 
mind, and amidſt the importance of war can 
act as merely deſigning his amuſement 2—It 
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may do for the cadet, while in his military 
ſchool to amuſe himſelf with exploits, but 


the man in the real engagement muſt fo. 


fight not as one that beateth the air.” Sin 
is no inconſiderable enemy; attention and 
ſtrength will be found neceſſary in order 
to a ſucceſsful oppoſition, and a final con- 


queſt. Thoſe who have been diſcharged 


with the greateſt marks of the divine appro- 
-bation, were the moſt attentive to their poſt; 


they took heed unto their ways,” and inſtead - 
of that fluctuation of conduct, common to 


many of our modern miniſters, too expreſ- 
fie, alas! of a want of the due impreſſion 
of the importance of their call; humility” 
of mind and © many fears“ accompanied 
their uſe of the {word of the ſpirit ;” let their 
example be-imitated by you, if you would 
with them ſhare the honor of conqueſt, * 
a ey in the — of Ged. 


— attention, 1 caution, is requiſite 
to prevent the fatality of wounds; without 
which you cannot expect to quit the field. 
In-the heat of coniyet 50 fiery dart may 

| meet 
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meet a tender place, and while attempting 
the deliverance of the lawful captive;? 
the enemy may thruſt ſore at you that you 
% may fall;” but be aſſured if you: © make 
the Lord your ſtrength” and confidence, 
* he will help you, and your preſent pain- 
ful wound, ſhall be your future ſcar of honor. 


As to fight, ſo alſo, to watch becomes a part 
of your duty. There is no watching with · 


out attention. As you diſcover ſin attempt- 


ing its inroad, you are to reſume the weapon 
of your warfare, and oppole the enemy in 


his progreſs. Your aim muſt ever be againſt 


Satan, and the temptations he puts forth, 
againſt wicked men who are his emiſſaries, 
who either © refiſt the truth -or hold it in 
* unrighteouſneſs.” As occaſion. offers you 
are to oppoſe thoſe errors Which are no leſs 


- injurious to Chriſtianity: at large, than to 


the "ſociety and congregation - particularly 
entruſted to your care, whole ſaſety and 
comfort you are eſpecially to attend to. 


JZ | 


In order that you may oppoſe error and 
wickedneſs in every direction, and defend 
truth in Whatever part it is atacked, an alert 
attention is requiſite, and in you muſt be ve- 
riſied the juſtice of the remark, the wiſe 
man eyes are in his head.“ That what 
has been delivered may not wear the face 
of dejection without being attended with 
ſuitable encouragement, I will only add un- 
der this head, that your relation to Jeſus 
Chriſt fully entitles you to the promiſes of 
God in him, of which this is one; I will 
make thee unto this people a fenced bra- 
gen wall; they ſhall fight againſt; thee but. 
hall not prevail againſt thee, for I am 
< with thee to ſave thee, and to deliver thee, 


| „ een 1 5 big 
—— W to remind you 
what in your deportment 1s neceſſary to the 
proper diſcharge of your relation." It is 
to * 1 — Ba. Ge. 
The ſoldier « our Apoltle had ; in THO eye, 


and by whom he wauld exemplify the pro- 
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per conduct of a © miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt | 
was poor by-choice, taught to deſpiſe riches” 
from his infancy, was initiated into an hard 
and ſober life, to the moſt painful and vio- 
lent exerciſe of body, and an abſtraction 


from all other application and employment. 
His buſineſs was to conſiſt of three things; 


the care of his body, in order to make it not 
fimical, and unſuitable to the reception of a 
breath of wind, or a ſplaſh of dirt, but robuſt: 
and active to be careful of his arms, that 
they were always clean and in good condi- 
tion—and of his food, which he took with 
him, in quantity ſufficient for a time, that he 


might be always ready to march upon the 
firſt notice. 


| | | W 9 n 
Many of our modern. miniſters are difs. 


poſed to give into the © bodily exerciſe” ſo 


far as it comports with the love of pleaſure, 
but as the compleat deſcriptioh may intend. 
to hold forth the deportment our Apoſtle 
would have his beloved Timothy obſerve; 


they flee from it, as they ſhould from youths 


ful luſts” © which war againſt the ſoul.” - 
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That is neither the college, nor the academy 
» for them, where they muſt learn to © approve 
- * themſelves the miniſters of God, in much 
* patience, in afflictions, in neceſſities, in 
. < diſtreſſes.” I will not proceed 


Read at your leiſure 2 Cor. vi. Aſk 
yourſelf, © Could I enter upon the chriſtian 
*miniſtry under fuch probations? There 
is little probability of your ſincerity towards 
God, and zeal for his honor being tried by 
ſuch ſevere evidences. Proviſional prepa- 
rations however are uſually made in military 
ſchools, for hazards which the ſcholar never 


Suppoſing you ſhould go on and finiſh 
underthoſe merciful indulgences with which 
you have ſet out, many ideas thrown out in 
the courſe of this addreſs will be found in- 
applicable. Nevertheleſs ſome occurrences 
may, and undoubtedly will ariſe, which will 
make the text whence our ideas at large are 
dun, EX cali to be noticed. 2 
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tinues may you expett to eſcape the laſhes of 
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Fleſh and blood is continually courting 
eaſe. The chriſhan miniſtry, unleſs we give 
into the unſcriptural cuſtoms of the times, 
will require ſome activity, and felf-denial. 
If we oppoſe by our dottrine, and practice, 


the corruptions of human nature, men of 


* corrupt minds” will oppoſe us.—If we at- 
tempt to diſconcert the ſleeper; by rouſing 
him from his repoſe, weawaken a petulance 
that will grow up into envy, and he will 
ſeek revenge. Reprove fin, and if God does 
not ſet in with the reproof, the finner will 
hate you. Tell him the truth and he wall 
count you his enemy.—Preach Chriſt, - and 
the Pharifee will be upon you. Enforce 
the practice of Chriſtianity, and though you 
do it entirely upon evangelical principles, 
the Antinomian, that enemy to all righ- 
* teouſneſs,” will © ſhoot out his arrows 
even bitter words. 


Nor if your unſonght-fot popularity eon- 


thoſe Gentlemen, vho are complaiſant enough 


to attribute it to a weak and ſhallow under- 
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| nanding and 3 you ſing pfalms, 


pray to, and ſpeak of CHRIST as G0D.— 
Make mention of the RiGHTEOUSNESS/ OF 
Cuxisr imputed for juſtification, or an elec- 


tion according to grace, and of whatever 
in conſonance with theſe points, the ſacred 


ſcriptures authoriſe you to advance under 

the deſcription of the things that © become 
_ © ſound doctrine; and though you ſpeak of 
them ever ſo conſiſtently, you ſhall not 
want adverſaries. wor 2 


Lou live in a world given to change; the 
| inſtability and uncertainty of human nature 
is to be ſeen amongſt the beſt of men. It is 
no unuſual thing among the profeſſors of 


our religion, for the moſt ſanguine and cordial 


profeſſions of friendſhip to die away. When 
that is the caſe your human weakneſs may be 


magnified into enormity, and your familiar 


friends may be alienated from you. Then 
it is caſy for them to watch for your 
. baltmg. The tongue of ſlander will be 
ready to report, whatever defamation may 
give her commiſſion to report. Under theſe 

| revolutions 
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2 the beſt of men have paſſed ; 

though all who have paſſed under them-have 
not been obſerved, for many choſe to bear 
the ſhock in ſorrowful ſilence, rather than 
l in the * of 0 1 ue 


ak wiſe man wil prepare for all events, 


and a wary miniſter will not truſt too muetr 
to human nature, knowing that man at his 


7 * eſtate i Is OR Ow” 


Sbould it ever be your lot to be exerciſed 
in this way, and as it is not impropable but 
you may, it will be your wiſdom to prepare 
for it; what will you do?—Do as our Apoſ- 
tle recommends, ſuffer the evil,” conclud- 
ing that you are hereunto appointed, 
bear the adverſity recolletting that it is but 


for this preſent time.” While you feel 


that you are a man, ſhew that you are a 


_ Chriſtian, and prove that © you can do all 
1 thinge through Chriſt who nes: wi vin 


7. you.” 


Fg- But 


* 


ee 
+a as —_ 


— 1 122 562 4 : 4 1 
rer 
0 4 * - * . 125 3 78 * >» PT 3 


a 


1 may want ſome ET 
thoughts to ſuath the mind; and be the eam - 


panion of your trials, take ſuch as theſe 
They are exerciſes not uncommon ta men 
engaged in the beſt cauſe.Vou have long 
been appriſed of them by Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, who themſelves, far conſeience 
towards God, * endured grief; ſuffering 
3 wrongfully.” —Your fuffering is neither fo 
complicate, nor extenſive as that of many 
gone | before you; you have a © certain 
4, dwelling whos which, ſome had not; 

you have the civil fword to defend: you, the 


*© world. Mou have ſome ſaithful men 
about you who are willing to abide by 
you, the very reverſe of 4zs caſe. who com- 
plains Fall men forſook me,”—You have 
many temporal comforts, of -which others 
have lived and died deſtitute. Tou have 
promiled ſupports, all included in the word; 
« As thy day is ſo ſhall thy ſtrength be.“ 
And you are certain of good coming out of 
ery evil, according. to that word of the 
Apollle, 


— 


edge of which was: turned againſt many of 
i your brethren who were before-you in the 


„ 
Apoffle; © We kriow that all things work 


together for good to them that love God. 
Our light afflictions which are but for a 
moment, work out for us a far more e. 


* ceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
I cbuld be free to enlarge upon each of 


theſe ſolacing thoughts; and add more to 
them, but prudence requires that I Ley | 
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Of the "PN character an attetition to 
your deportment will bring upon you— that 


of © a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt.” Signal 


indeed! as it will appear when you recol» 
lect, that the condeſcending and adorable 
Jeſus uſes the ſame epithet, when he deſ- 
cribes himſelf in the character of a ſhepherd, 
ſaying, © I am the good W IN 


As he 3 che juſtice of wh ER 
to the epithet, ſo muſt you. Rather than 
that the ſheep ſhould periſh he would © lay 
* down his life,” and you muſt © be faithful 
* unto the death,” | | 
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Before he died by could appeal unto his Fa- 
ther; : © I have glorified thee on earth, I have 
te fimaſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to 
* do. - Vour work, under whatever meta- 
phorical term it is deſcribed, has the glory 
of God for its object. In mutation of Jeſus 
Chriſt therefore, aim at the advancement of 
it; then at the cloſe of life, if the tongue is 
at liberty to ſpeak, you will be enabled to ſay, 
* I haye fought a good fight.” - Your honor 
will inſtantly commence upon your 4iſ- 
charge from your ſervice, and it will be 
proportionable to the epithet you may Have 
acquired, by a proper attention to the honor 
and glory of God. With the plaudit of 
Well done, good and faithful ſervant,” 
you will © enter into the joy of your Lord, 
and * the glory that is to follow will in- 
finitely compenſate for © the ſuffering of 
* this preſent life,” though your ſuffeting 


ſhould far exceed that of the _ himſelf: | 


At the I you. are under an- emp 
tion, partaking with the churches and their 
efficers in the reſtored tranquility of the 
| times; 
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times; and there is not the leaſt probability 


to the contrary but that you may continue 


peacefully to edify this church over hieliꝰ 


* the: Holy Ghoſt,“ we truſt, has made 
u an overſeer.“ I may therefore, tranſ- 
fer the idea of a good ſoldier, to that of a 
good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; »andexhort 


you, having been © nouriſhed up in the 
** words of faith and ſound doctrine, that 


whereunto you have attained, * to take 
heed unto thyſelf and unto thy doctrine.“ 


Want of caution will be injurious to ac- 


tion; it will prevent both the active and 
paſſive diſplays of Chriſtianity; it will foſter 
pride arid diſcontent, and expoſe you to the 
very ſerious miſtake of thoſe who ean diſ- 
ſolve a thouſand mercies in one affliction, 
and make the many partake of one; it will 
bring you into the habit of inculcating up- 
on others what you will be far from being 


an example yourſelf. —It may: appear as 


though theſe 1deas would rank better under 
the former part df the addreſs, but I beg 
leave to preſent them, with ſome ſubſequent 
ones, in this place, becauſe the obligations 
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of th Ohriſtian are to be enforced with dou: 
ble influence, when the perfon on whom 


they are enforced is the miniſter who has a 


flock requiring the fame attention with him- 


When 1 call your attention to your doc- 


trine, it may be expected that I ſhould ſpe- 


but it 1s not practicable that I can in this ad- 
dreſs, nearly brought to a cloſe. They are 
incorporated in the ſummary of the princi- 
eiples you have given us within this hour. 
They are to be met with more minutely in 
that moſt excellent formulary, the Aſſem- 
blies Gatechiſm, with which you are well 


W e 


1 need not Aid key hes there will be 
wiſdom and diſcretion requiſite to the ſelec- 
tion, and application of the ſeveral points 
to particular times, caſes, and perſons; with- 


out an attention to this rule you may injure 
your miniſtry. An improper application of 
truth, is like the improper application of a 
| moſt 


cify the ſeveral particulars it ſhould inelude; 


1 
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moſt ſalutary medicine; it impedes rather 


than * the n recovery. 


eee e | 


divinity of our catechiſm; and no wonder; 
for it is a vitiated taſte, and therefore the 


bleſſed book of God, the facred fcripture; 
receives little more reſpett than is given to i 
for its antiquity.— The Athenian. diſpoſition 


of © telling and hearing of ſome new thing,” 
s very prevalent, and as though truth never 
intended to make her appearance till time 
ſhall be about to cloſe, ſhe is ſought; for in 


novel ſentiments to which our fathers were 


ſtrangers.—Unhappily for many, a man 


who has a claim to be accounted a better 


ſcholar than ordinary, can ſtart a new ſen- 


timent, and numbers of our young men 
think it a mark of their wiſdom to purſue 
it. But ſuch a diſpoſition is a ſure mark of 
a vagrant mind. Ahe juſtneſs of your ſen- 
timents may be Judged by their effects, ac- 
cording to that pious. adage, © What comes 
from God will lead to God,” | 
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I you can ſtand up in this pulpit, or elſe. 
where, and proclaim, I certify you, brethren, 
ce that the goſpel which was preached of me, 
and which I now preach, is not aftef man, 
* for I neither received it of any man, neither 
as I taught but by the revelation of Jeſus 
* Chriſt,” you will diſappoint many who are 
watching for your halting, and ſome. too of 
thoſe, who” while they are © praying the 
Lord of the harveſt that he would thruſt 
«forth more laborers into the harveſt” are 


waiting for convittion that * has not com- 
2 you. | | 


wi them turn in Nate ins dh kalle 
* they may perceive that © a great door 
and effectual is opened to you. At admits 
you into the work of God under the moſt 
promiſing circumſtances. Vou are not 
wanting in abilities for it. You have * zeal 


for God according to knowiedge.” You 
follow a Predeceſſor, who! in all things 

* ſhewed himſelf” a pattern of good works; 
4 in doctrine none more evidently could 
*ſ{hew uncorruptnels, gravity, ſincerity, 
* ſound 
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* ſound ſpeech that cannot be condemned.“ 
J add, you follow a man ; whole very re- 
ſerve - furniſhed ſomething for imitation, 
whoſe reſpe& deepened, and widened, 
in the minds of his friends, as time ex- 
tended the years of intimacy.— That you 
may follow him as: he followed Chriſt, and 
contribute at leaſt to the advance of that 
work towards a glorious perſection which he, 


was the inſtrument of beginning, is my ſer- 


vent prayer, as to ſee its progreſs will be a 
matter of my praiſe to God.—If you follow 
your Predeceſſor or imitate him in the dif- 
ferent, parts of adminiſtration, your ane 
performances will be attended. with- © a 

* odour of a ſweet ſmell. No part of your 
duty will be neglected. —-Like- him, you 
will know when, and where, and how 
long to viſit —The child, and the man 
of hoary hairs will engage your attention; 
and wherever you go, the word of 


* Chriſt” will flow freely from you, as well 


* as dwell richly in you.”—By all means 
have the eye of your mind fixed upon chil- 


dren and young people.—Labor in an eſpe- 
| cial 
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"cial manner to do them good—Perhaps you 
will not find it practicable to carry on a 
continued diſcourſe, but always have a few 


weighty ſentences to direct to them ſeaſona- bid 
bly droped. In an eſpecial manner I charge tak 
you, take care of one, f whom my affec- * 
tion would prompt me to mention by name; * 
have a ſon by adoption before one is born 38 
to you, and © watch for his ſoul as one that ing 
* muſt give an account. | * 
1 ab 

Voung people are quick m apprehenſion, ks 
d attentive in obſerving what is adopted in un 
Hverſation before them. Remember this te 
when you ſit in company with your friends, * 
and however cheerful you may be in the te- fo 
nor of converſation, leave no room for pt 
them to make a reflection to this effect. that bi 
the liberties you take in deſcanting upon Ia 
characters, are unbecoming the ſervant of 4 ., 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that the levity of the ſo- t 
cial intercourſe is incompatible with the 7 
| yy 6 


+ The late Mr, Tuppen's Son. 
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gravity the miniſter ſhould ſupport.— Be 
cautious of becoming the retailer of idle, 


or evil reports, even when juſtly grounded 


and deſerving of credit; leave that unfor- 


biden buſineſs, and ſhew your friends that 
ſuch a current is too filthy for the pu- 


rity of your mind.—You cannot with be- 
coming confidence inculcate, Speak evil of 
no man,” unleſs you are careful to avoid be- 


ing a partaker of the ſame ſin. The mi- 


niſter had better ſit in awkward ſilence, or 
abruptly depart from the company, than 
keep up the ſpirit of converſation in this 
way.— This hint may be taken as charac- 
teriſtic of that prudence, and diſcretion 
which I would largely recommend and in- 
force in relation to the whole 'of your de- 
portment towards this ſociety, the neigh- 
bouring churches, and towards mankind at 
large. Indeed, my dear friend, you will 
want it as the guide of your youth,” and 


the companion of your life. As the © wif- 


tc dom that is from above” © entereth into 


* thine heart, and the knowledge” of the will 


of 


1 Þ 


of God “ is pleaſant unto thy ſoul; diſcretion 
« ſhall preſerve thee, underſtanding ſhall keep 


„ -. i Wk 88 
*©thee;” andi if liſe is continued to that long Ad 
period to which my waſhes extend, it will then 
atimit of a review, which as often as it is 
taken, will excite thankſgiving to God. 
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WHEREFORE SHEW FORTH TO THEM, AND BEFORE THE CHURCHES; 


THE PROOF OF YOUR LOVE, 


AND OF OUR ROASTING ON YOUR BEHALTs 
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As I have no doubt of the event which has s 
brought us together being a joyful one to i 
this religious ſociety, I ſincerely congra- = 
tulate you on it, and rejoice with you 9 
that the breach which was made by the nn 
death of that eminent ſervant of God, Y 
your late Paſtor, is made up by Provi- J | 
dence ſo ſuitably in the preſent inſtance. 3 
Upon the ſettlement of a man with a church, i 
it is a proper rule eſtabliſhed, in addition =. 
to the prayer offered to God for him, and 2F 
the people of his charge, to give a word =" 
of advice to both. Part of this work is nn 
finiſhed ; a faithful and affeQtionate ad- 4 


dreſs has been made to the miniſter; and 
| G 2 now, 


r 


88 ] 


now, as deſired, I ſhall give the word of 
exhortation to you, as the people, from 
the advice of the Apoſtle, 


I THESS. v. 12, 13. 
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AND WE BESEECH YOU, BRETHREN, TO 
KNOW THEM THAT LABOR AMONG 
YOU; AND ARE OVER YOU JIN THE LORD, 
AND ADMONIS I YOU; AND TO Es. 
TEEM THEM VERY HIGHLY IN LOVE 
FOR THEIR WORK's SAKE, AND BE AT 
PEACE AMONG "YOURSELVES. 


25 


Ther words . a comprehenſive 
view, of the duties of miniſters and people 
in relation to each other, and therefore are 
well adapted to remind you of this church, 
of the obligations under which you are laid 
by your connection, and which you muſt en- 
„ to diſcharge, if you would walk * ; 
* all the commandments and ordinances F 


6 the Lord blameleſs. 
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It is not my preſent: buſineſs to enlarge 
on what is here mentioned, relative to 


miniſterial office; nor is it neceſſary; ſo ma- 
ny important things having been ſaid on 
them already; therefore I ſhall content my- 
ſelf with remarking, that to labor in the 
word and doctrine, to watch for ſouls, to 


preſerve fidelity towards God and man, are 


things that require, in order to their right 
diſcharge, great grace, wildom, temper, 
reſolution, and perſeverance. On the other 
hand, the duties of people in the fame re- 
lation, are various, great, and difficult, and 
require much divine aſſiſtance, diligence, 
and love, to the due performance of them. 
To theſe I ſhall chiefly, if not wholly confine 
my preſent attention, agreeable to the de- 
gn of the day, and the words before us. 
And ve beſeech you, brethren, to know 
them which labor among you, and are 
* over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you; 
and eſteem them very highly in love for 


their work's ſake, and be at peace among 


* xourlelves.” The whole of what is here 
G 3 required 


the origin, dignity, and employment of the 
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_ required of you in relation to your miniſter, 
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appears to me to be included in —a proper 


That you abr to further the dikes. 
ſation of the goſpel in his hands, and— 


That you. treat him in ſuch a manner as poſh 
the ſcripture direds. | the « 


' You ſh6uld do as much as poſlible to ſuc. able 


ceed the work of your miniſter, — 


The purpoſes of God, in giving the goſ- 
pel, and eſtabliſhing a diſpenſation of it to I. 
the end of the world, are great and glori- not 
ous; his principal intentions thereby being The 
to glorify his name, and benefit his crea- | mo! 


tures. This is capable of extenſive proof; | nei 


but in nothing is it more pleaſingly demon- ext 


ſtrated than the language and conduct of the tha 


angels, when they appeared to the ſhepherds, ear 
and ſung an anthem upon the birth of I wat 


Chriſt, of which this was a part, Glory || the 


to God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, | i 
2 * good- 
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4 good-vill towards men. Ah l to the 
praiſe of the riches of divine grace be it 


ſpoken, the deſign of the goſpel is to give 


inceſſant proof that © God.is love; to def, 

tify ** that God was in Chriſt, reconcying the 

« world unto himſelf, not imputing unto them 
their treſpaſſes, to ſhe the neceſſity and 

as I} poſſibility of repentance and pardon, to fall 
the careleſs with due concern, to bring the 
weary ſoul to reſt, and to make thoſe who 

I hear the word, holy in life, ſafe and comfort- 

e, able in death, and unſpeakably happy on 
their arrival in eternity. 


ri- not only a perſonal, but relative bleſſing. 
ng | The manifeſt tendency of it, is to bring the 
a- moſt important benefits to your friends, and 
f; | neighbours as well as yourſelves: nay, fo 
n- | extended is the advantage defigned to be, 
he | that is is to bleſs all the families of the 
Is, earth; and it is obſervable; that conſonant 
with the promiſe Chrift expreſsly charged 


ry | the firſtpromulgers of it, to © go and preach 


e, it to every creature.” 
d. a. G 4 While 


to "a It is the glory of the gelpel alſo, that it is 
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" While miniſters who are encouraged by 
4 mark of honor, and a” motive to emula- 
tion, being called * workers together with 
God, are laboring to advance thoſe glo- 
rious ends ſo worthy of the Supreme Being, 
mall the people be reluctant to come in © to 
*'the help of the Lord p' Shall they be 
averſe to aſſiſt in this buſineſs of mercy ? 
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+ uu + 2 


I know not of any duty enjoined on the mi, 
niſter, which has not a counterpart belong- 
ing to the people with whom he is connect- 
ed. A miniſter's uſefulneſs is greatly im- 
peded without the aid of his people ; but if, 
while he is watching for fouls as one who 
* muſt give an account,” they do the ſame, it 
may reaſonably be expected that great advan- 
tages will enſue. If © a word fitly ſpoken is 
like apples of gold in pictures of filver,” of 
which I doubt not you will. hear many; ſuch 
à word, ſitly reſpoken, may prove the ſame, 
and be attended with © a ſecond benefit. 
I would therefore have you ex poſe thoſe 
parts of your moral furniture by converſa- 


tion to the view of your families, friends, 


and 


W. 5 
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and neighbours, that their brillianey, rich- 
neſs, and value, may be ſeen. Do not let 


thoſe excellent ſentences of ſermons be loſt, 


but by ſeaſonably repeating things you hear, 
diffuſe knowledge, and enforce truth as 
much as poſſible, and add all the energy 
you can to efforts for promoting the ſpiritual 
age of thoſe around vou. 


Make a point of giving 8 attend- 
ance on the word preached. 


It is a moſt diſcouraging circumſtance to 
ſee perſons remiſs in hearing, where the ne- 
ceſſity of their neglect is not evident. Few 
things can more eſſentially damp the holy 
Ardor which ſhould inſpire a miniſter to ex- 
_ than an indifference in the people, 

** whether they hear, or whether they for- 
hear. But if you fill up your places regu- 
larly, itwill imply a deſire of edification in you, 
it will be a ſource of ſatisfaction to him, and 
excite to induſtry in preparing, and ardor in 
2 the things which are proſitable 


* dottrine, reproof, correction, and in- 
* ſtruction 
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* ſtruction in righteouſneſs.” Never let 
your conduct give him occaſion to fay,—To 
what end is my reading and meditation for 
the pulpit, if the reſult of all my care is 


treated with neglect, and not conſidered 


worth attention. Common obſervation juſ- 
tiſies the remark, that a miniſter's labors are 
always beſt in thoſe places where he knows 


he is moſt regarded, and attended. I wiſh 


you, therefore, to encourage him who is 


over you in the Lord,“ by taking à viſi- 
ble delight in his ſervices. Let him ſee yu 


are ſenſible of his improvement; thus you 
will ſtir up his emulation, and reward his 
induſtry, more than by P thouſands of gold 
“ and mth | 74 


Exert your . to engage others to 
bear the goſpel with ygurſelves. 


Paul obſerves of ſome * being crafty 1 


N caught them with guile. This eraſt was 
not wicked, this guile was without fin. 1 
conceive this part of his conduct in the light 


of example, and therefore recommend it 
# \ r 5 to 
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to your imitation. | * He that wineth ſouls 
is wiſe.” He that labors to reſtore fight to 
the blind does well, Turning- the wicked 
to God 1s more than commendable, it is re- 
wardable ; if a man err from the truth and 
* one convert him, let him know, that he 
© which converteth the ſinner from the error 
* of his ways ſhall ſave his ſoul from death, 
© and ſhall hide a multitude of fins.” And 
as in the way we are {peaking of you may 
contribute your influence, be not back- 
ward to it, or weary in it. If he who puts 
a ſtranger in a wrong courſe is guilty of his 
ſtraying, and he who puts a perſon in the 
way of danger, is guilty of his fall- 
ing; ſo he, who by his ſolicitude brings a 
ſinner under the means of grace and the 
word preached, ſhould they take effect, be- 
comes acceſſary to his ſalvation, and © his 
labor ſhall not be in vain in the Lord.” 1 
with you, therefore, to abound greatly in 
this practice, that you may © ſerve your ge- 


e neration by the will of God,” and ſhine 


* as ſtars in the firmament for ever and 


eder. 
| Be 
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Be concerned to feel the efficacy 15 the 
truth delwered. att „H ie 2 


Jo find pleaſure in hearing the word and 
not profit, is only reviving an old ſtate, of 
things, highly unacceptable to God, and 
unprofitable to man. We ſhould aim 
to be benefited rather than charmed; 
though ilbothare tobe attained ; it is no doubt 
ſo much the better; and as I think this 
is your caſe, improve your advantages 
while you have them, and labor to receive 
the word ſo as that your © profit may appear 
* unto all men.“ The holy lives of its pro- 
feſſors are the greateſt ornament and ſtrong- 
eſt recommendation, of che goſpel. Such 
lives we wiſh you to live; but as no elſe 
can exceed. its cauſe, unleſs the word is made 
uſeful to your ſouls, we ſhall not expect to 
fee you * grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge and love of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt.“ Whatever che truths may 
be which you hear, ſtrive to have your. 
hearts properly affected with them, to gain 
increaſing wiſdom, ſ pirituality and . z/ 

unleſs 


* 
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unleſs you make theſe the objects of attain-" 


ment, the means will not, cannot render 


you adequate compenſation for your pains' 


in uſing them. It is an awful thing to have 
the beſt advantages, and make no ſuitable 
improvement. With what attention and ſo- 
licitude ſhould we always hear the goſpel 


which is either © a ſavor of life unto life, 


* or of death unto death,” to all who hear 
it? O my friends, let me beſeech you to 
bear in mind that you are dying crea- 
tures, remember that you are accountahle 


beings, and as you ſuddenly may, ſo you 


eventually muſt give an account of all the 
privileges you have enjoyed. I hope 
whenever you appear in a religious aſſem- 


bly, if the the Lord aſked you, as the angel 


did Elijah, What doeſt thou here?” You 
| would be able to ſay, Lord, thou knoweft 
it is to promote my own good, and the 
benefit of others; it is to behold thy beau- 
ty, and enquire in thy temple.—If theſe 
were your views and intentions, you would 
make ſuch a Progreſs in religion as would 


neceſſarily diffuſe an increaſing luſtre over 


your 
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nor of the holy goſpel, and to the advance- 
ment of the empire of the Redeemer. 


Be frequent and fervent. in prayer to God, 


and always let miniſters in general, and 
your own in particular, ſhare in your pe- 
titions. 


When a chriſtian reſtrains prayer before 


God, God will reſtrain his bleſſings. By 


ga conſcientious diſcharge of this duty he 


will be © fat and flouriſhing in the courts of 
* the Lord.“ You may reſt aſſured that 
there is no way in which the churches can 
come in to the help of the Lord better than 


| 4 by addrefling the throne of grace, and that no 


method is better calculated to carry on and 


ſupport the intereſt of religion. than prayer. 


and ſupplication. And here the pooreſt of 


4 the flock can do as much as the rich, and if all 


are joined together in the ſame mind and 


judgment, by your united requeſts the. 
kingdom of heaven will ſuffer violence, 
* and the violent will take it by force. 

5 The 


your whole converſation, much to the ho- 


L 9 I 


The Apoſtle ſays to the church of Theſſa- 
lonica, Brethren, pray for us.” If he, and 
his fellow laborers ſtood in need of the 
prayer of believers, that a door of utter- 
ance might be given to fpeak the word as 
they ought, and a- door of enterance for the 
word to be effectual to the ſalvation of thoſe 
that heard it. how much more do preachers 
now who live in ſo remote a period from the 
days of extroardinary inſpiration, want the 
intereſt of their people with God, that their 
< word might not be be bound, but have 
* free courle, run, and be glonfed:?” Do 
not leave praying work to be done only, or 
principally by your miniſter; you have as 
much liberty and. power with God” as he 
has; and when your addreſſes come up be- 
fore him together, you may prevail and 
bring down upon your heads additional 
bleſſings. A ſpirit of prayer is not only 
advantageous to the miniſter, but it is alike 
beneficial to yourſelves. Your perſonal pro- 
fiting under the word depends much upon 
it; if you would gain much benefit, you 
muſt uſe much prayer, for our edification is 
1 pro- 


L 100 ] 
moted more by the diſpoſition of the mind 
than by the excellency of the means. As 
a further encouragement to this duty. and 
_ privilege, remember this is eminently the 
way to do good to others. © The effectual 


* fervent prayer of.a righteous man availeth 


much.“ By this means you can be of thro 
great advantage to your: fellow creatures, ed N 
even without their knowledge, concurrence, whit 
or conſent. Hoping that you are ſuitably diſ- why 
poſed to © wait continually upon the Lord,” ratn 
and to * pray without ceaſing, I have but call 
one obſervation more to make under this * 
head, hien 12 8 78 Nr hav 
unde; Be not 

The neceſſity of a proper attention to the rea 
. bas er the 
1-297 beet del et 


The poor have the goſpel preached un- 5 0 
* to them.“ It is peculiarly deſigned for of 
their benefit, and we ſhould endeavor to on 


anfwer this end, by leaving ſufficient room ma 
in our places of worſhip for the convenient in 
accommodation] of thoſe hearers of the cor 
word, who cannot claim ſeats by ſubſcrip- ma 


tion — ve 


fr 

ton. Perſons in high ſtations command 
reſpect for themſelves, but the Lord inter- 
poſes on behalf of others, and calls upon 
his people to“ condeſcend to men of low 
v eſtate.” It cannot be pleaſing to * the 
© Maſter of aſſemblies,” to ſee the poor, 
through inability to procure places, depriv- 
ed of hearing the goſpel of ſalvation, in 
which their concern lies as deep, and to 
which their right is as clear as any claſs of 
rational creatures —But if God had not 
called our attention to this object, there 
would have remained reaſon ſufficient to 
have proved it a duty, eſpecially ſince it is 
notorious that a large proportion of the 
real diſciples of Chriſt are to be found in 
the lower ranks of life, in many of whom 
the moſt eminent degrees of grace appear. 
« God has choſen the poor of this world 
* rich in faith.“ They have more religion, 
or they expreſs what they have in a better 
manner, and greater. variety than chriſtians 
in high ſtations; « Therefore it can never be- 
come us, while we have any regard to hu- 


manity, holineſs, or God, to treat the poor 
H with 
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with neglect. The Lord has given them a 
name in his family, and we ſhould give them 
a place in his houſe.—It is evident yu, are 
not reproveable in this matter, and there- 
fore I have not ſpoken to upbraid and cen- 
ſure, but only to commend and exhort; hop- 
ing that you will always make it an object 
and follow the ſame rule of conduct you 
have hitherto purſued without the leaſt de- 
viation. However, give me leave to. ſay, 
that what we haye mentioned is a circum- 
ſtance which loudly calls for attention from 
our popular congregations throughout this 
kingdom. In ſome of them, an amendment 
in this article ought to take place, yea, 
muſt; be, made, before they can with truth 
be ſaid to do all that lies in their power to 
promote the ſucceſs of the. goſpel. In addi- 
tion to your concern for his work. there is 
allo— 
A perſonal regard, which conſiſts in treat- 
ing your miniſter as the word of God di- 
rects. wk 


Thou gh 
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Though this point may not require many 
words with reſpect to you, who I believe, 
I are ready to corifider the obligation laid on 
the hearers of the Apoſtles, as binding on 
yourſelves, yet it may not be amiſs to men- 
tion a few of the many things included in 
the duty. It certainly takes in 


An endeavor properly to ſupport him. 


This is to be done according to your abi- 


lity, © not of conſtraint, but willingly.” It is 
not a matter of mere duty; much more 
1 


depends upon it than we are aware of, for 
it is with a ſociety as with an individual, 
* the liberal man de viſeth liberal things, and 
and by liberal things ſhall he ſtand” I 
readily grant that a man ſhould not ſeek 
great things from the church, and when 
he is of the ſame mind with the Apoſtle, he 
will not, dent able to ſay, I ſeek not yours 
* but you. et ſurely a miniſter has wants 
+ || as well as others, and © the laborer is worthy: 
of his hire.“ © Do ye not know that they 


* which miniſter about holy, things live of 
H 2 * the 


' _ work, and appear for his character. It ſprings 
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the things of the temple, and they which 
wait at the altar are partakers with the 
© altar? Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, 
* that they who preach the goſpel ſhould 
« hive of the goſpel.” An enlargement here 
would be unneceſſary, if not impertinent; I 
have not delivered anything on this head 
on your account, but for the ſake of others, 
who may not be like minded; and in eon- 
ſideration of thoſe changes which may hap- 


pen in future ſeaſons, and n e pol 18 
terity.— gle 
It takes in, countenance ſhe n to him. r 
at the: 

vou are to afford him every ſpecies of pri- bis 
vate'and-public ſanction, to encourage his n 


from affection, and is ex preſſed in zeal. Fear 

and ſhame are the oppoſites to it. This was 
what Nicodemus was defective in, when he 
began his religious courſe, he came to Jeſus | 
by night.“ It is remarkable that the deſciples _ 
were more deficient in this than any thing 
belides, therefore when Chriſt was appre- | ®' 

_ hended ! 
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hended to ſuffer and die, one denied him and 
the others forſook him. Hence we ſee how 
farperſons whoſeſtate is good, overcome with 

fearand ſhame, may withhold ſuitable marks 
ofreſpect in time of need. Therefore take heed. 
Miniſters are ſet forth, © for the defence of 
the Goſpel and have many difficulties and diſ- 


couragements in their way. I need not par- 


ucularize their trials, nor labour toprove the 
neceſſity of the profeſſors of religion ſtanding 
by, and countenancing thoſe who are to ſtrug- 
gle through them to accompliſh their arduous 
work. When by the election of a congrega- 
tion a man is called to the office and has 
erected the ſtandard of the goſpel, forthe peo- 
ple to refuſe to countenance and encourage 
him is to be aſhamed of his labour, and a 
diſgrace to their profeſſion.— 


It takes in, a ſpecial regard to temper. 


Ifa reſpect for a perſon does not change the 
diſpoſition, it will form the mind to pleaſe. 
It will make the temper courteous, if not un- 
blamable, and if not perfect it will make 

H 3 
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it tolerable. This is expected to reſult from 
very bigh eſteem in natural relations, how 
much more in thoſe connections which are 
religious, founded in ſpiritual inclination, 
unbiaſed choice, and unbribed preference. 
As their caſe is to be cenſured who neglect 
the Author of every good and perfect gift 
by over valuation of the inſtrument he con- 
deſcends to uſe, ſo their conduct is to be a- wh 
voided, who are ſo deſtitute of affectionate £ tic 
reſpe& for aminiſter as to render his ſituation as 
unpleaſant and weariſome. As nothing is to 


more contrary. to the eſteem here recom- ot 
mended, than treating him with moroſe re- er 
ſerve, or overbearing inſolence, ſo nothing g 
can render his life more uncomfortable. a) 


Where regard abates, the pleaſure of the paſ- W 
toral connection declines, and where regard | a 
ends, the paſtoral connection diſſolves, or | d 
ſhould diſſolve; for where petulance, ſour- t. 
neſs, perverſeneſs, and contradiction pre- 0 
vail, miniſterial uſefulneſs is terminated; and ſ 
where this diſpoſition becomes general, a : 
man who would yet force himſelf on ſuch a [ 
people is culpable, and deſerves diſreſpect; ) 
for, 


ſcripture, may diſmiſs him; ſo he, when 


. who deal with a miniſter according to the 
let import of the word; they ridiculouſly call 
rift” him the head, and treat him as the tail of the 
on- ſociety; but this is only the caſe with thoſe 


e a- who will not regard the word of exhorta- 


ate tion here given, or if they regard it, it is only 
ion as a thing to be admired, rather than a law 
is to be obeyed. Ho pleaſing is the proſpect 
m- of comfort and uſefulneſs, when a miniſter, 
re- F endeavoring affectionately to promote the 
ng good of his people, meets with kind and 
e. agreeable deportment; when he is treated 
{- with love, attention, forbearance, humility, 
d and peace nis is acting according to the 
r direction of the goſpel; and this I am happy 
* to have reaſon to ſay, is the nature of your 
1 diſpoſition, fo that by ſhewing what you 
1 ſhould be, I have only diſcovered what you 
l are. There is but one thing more I would 
b ſubmit to conſideration, which is to guard 
you from a danger which ariſes from a mil- 

H4 application 


for, as they, when he acts contrary to the 


they act contrary to ſcripture, ought to part 
with them. There are Tome congregations 


* 
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application of regard towards yaur mine, 
* ale, itlelf in— 


Ani improper Fare of enjoying his com-. 
pany. | 


Much care and application ta ſtudy are 
neceſſary in order to become * a workman 
* that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly di- 
« viding the word of truth.” I ſuppoſe it 
will be readily granted that Timothy was as 
much qualiſied as any modern miniſter, how- 
ever the apoſtle would have him devoted 
wholly to reading, meditation and prayer, 
that his profiting may appear unto all men. 
It ĩs reproachable to ſee a miniſter fond of 
ſpending his time in company, to the neglect 
of ſtudy ; and it is a horrid fin when he feaſts 
himſelf, and ſtarves his people. But how 
any one can avoid it who indulges a fondneſs 
for viſiting is to me inconceivable. Pro- 
trated and frequent interviews mult neceſ- 
ſarily take up the time which ſhould be ſpent 
in making ſuitable improvements in know- 
ledge and proper ante for the pul- 


pit.— 


m 
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pit.— A laborer 1 in the word and doctrine, as 
all who pretend to the office ſhould be, ought 
not to be a loiterer from houſe to houſe ; 


he ſhould prefer mental to corporeal orna- 


ments, an ability to feed his people with 
knowledge and underſtanding to the richeſt 
delicacies earth can afford, and ſhould take 
infinitely more delight in improving his 
whole congregation with the reſult of his 
cloſe attention to God and his Word, than 
in being a pleaſurable or even improving 
companion in ſmall circles of acquain- 
tance.— But to this purpoſe his viſits muſt 
be few, ſhort, and well regulated. 


A man vith a taſte for improvement you 
have for your miniſter is very well known. 
Indulge him in it, indulge him in it. Let me 
beſeech you to hinder him as little as poſ- 
ſible. Never, never employ that maxim, I 
eſteem him very highly, and therefore deſire 
his company improperly, and it is all that 
I mean to inculcate upon you, and all that 
duty requires of you on this head. If you 
would have him eminent in the pulpit, let 
him 


L 110 J 


Him be much in the ſtudy, for much thought 
alone, is of more importance to promote the 
benefit both of a miniſter and the people than 
any converſation can be. Beſides however 
'edifying his private diſcourſe may be; a few 
only can be profited by 1t, white if carried to 
exceſs it muſt decreaſe his capacity of being 
ſo inftraftive and benefictal as he otherwiſe 
would'to the hundreds, and often thouſands, 
He meets in the publick aſſemblies. There 
is no need for me to ſay to you, that the 
Jeſſer ſhould give way to the greater, or that 
we ſhould ſacrifice perſonal gratification to 
publick advantage, whenever there 1s ſuch 
an interference as makes a compliance with 
both impoſſible. And therefore, as I 
am perſuaded, he will not be neglectful in 
vithting you when it is neceſſary, I entreat 
you never to conſtrain him to do it when it 
is not. I would only beg leave to add, that 
while you prudently give up private ſatisfac- 
tion to publick utility, it may be neceſſary to 
caution you to beware of a jealous ſpirit. 
Remember, that eſteem, guided by wiſdom, 
has much confidence and little jealouſy in 
[ 1 it. 
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it. Love with jealouſy is inſelicity, let ĩt 
be found where it will; but love with can- 
dor and confidence, is joy, peace, and 


happineſs; and theſe are the things, which, 


through: ſucceeding years, I with you and 
_ miniſter to ** 0 


What I have laid before you appears to 
me to be the moſt important and ſuitable, 
conſidering occafion, time, and place. 
Though I have delivered myſelf in a va- 
riety of exhortations : I do not with to be 
underſtood as if I ſuppoſed . you did not 
know theſe things before, or would be re- 
luctant to comply with them, when remind- 
ed of your obligation. Such a ſentiment 
comports with the common idea, that to 
exhort, and to cenſure is the ſame thing; but 
this is a miſtaken notion, ſince exhortation 
is as much deſigned to encourage perſever- 
ance as excite to a commencement in well 
doing. Such falſe imagination I wiſh to 
obliterate from your mind, as it is no leſs 
prejudicial than wrong; for fince a great 
part of revelation conſiſts in precepts which 


muſt 
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muſt be ſet forth, theſe in general are no 
ſooner repeated than a ſuppoſed impeach- 
ment of the hearers conduct, brings a gloom 
on the ſpirit which is inimical to their ready 


 .comphance with the divine commands, and 


contrary to their own comfort and advan- 


tage: for a ſoul in that ſtate is unfit for ei- 


ther. Renounce the ſentiment and avoid 
this danger. Be aſſured that the duties 
ought to be preached, not only becauſe 
they ſhould, but becauſe they are done, 
well knowing that we are depraved crea- 
tures, and are apt to forget; and hence it 


is I beſeech you to ſuffer the word of ex- 
© hortation, and to regard what I have ſaid 
avsdefigned to © {tir-up your minds by way 
& of remembrance.” oh 

I ſhall now conclude with one general 
obſervation.—You ſee of what importance a 
ſpirit of chriſtian love is, from the extenſive 
influence it has on a right performance of 
the ſeveral parts of religion. In the paſſage 
before us, we ſee what duties miniſters lie 


under to their: 8 duties people 
ſhould 
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ſhould diſcharge towards their miniſters 
and what line of couduct they ſhould fol- 
low in relation to one another. But none 
of theſe duties of their reſpective ſtates and 
ſtations can be properly done unleſs they 
are actuated by a ſpirit of divine love. 
Without this, miniſters cannot © preach the 
6e ord- watch for ſouls—or conſiſtently 
labor and admoniſh.“ Without this, peo - 
ple cannot © hear to proſit “ ſubmit en. 


PR ſelves” — know thole that are over them 


or“ eſteem them very highly for their 


_ * work's ſake.” Without this they cannot, 


in the ſenſe the Apoſtle enjoins it, be at 
peace among themſelves.” But with this 
bleſſed principle, theſe, and all other duties, 
which religion requires, can be performed 
with eaſe and pleaſure. They are the ho- 
lieſt and happieſt who know moſt of the 
conſtraining love of God in the heart. 
* God is love,” and ſo ſhould all his people 


be. It is a heavenly. diſpoſition, it is the 


bond of perfectneſs, it is © the fulfilling 
* of the whole law.“ A man can no more 
live to the glory of God without love, than 

197291 88 he 
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he can naturally ſubſiſt without air and 
food. O that all who profeſs the name of 
Chriſt, were juſtly ſenfible of this truth, and 
properly affected with this ſacred principle. 


— Grant O Father of all mereies and God 


of all grace, that a ſpirit of love may de- 


ſeend on all thy churches, on all thy people, 


that they may love one another out of a 
*. pure heart fervently,“ that all who profeſs 


thy name may diſcover thy nature, and 


follow,“ in a greater meaſure than ever, 


e peate: with all men, and 3 without 
hieb no man ſhall ſee the Lord. —If this 
vas the caſe, mere formality would ſubſide 
—likewarmneſs would be a ſtranger to de- 
votion diviſions would end —paſſion ceaſe 
to be named moroſeneſs no longer wrinkle 
the proſeſſed chriſhan's bro and ſelf. im- 
 portance; inſolence, and cruelty would 
be deſtroyed by our being tenderly affec- 
© tioned one towards another, wich bro- 


* therly love, in honor prefering one ano- 


ther We are happy to find a this 


grand principle has appeared 1 in your _ 
ago and practice. 


Jever 
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I ever wiſh carefully to a pronouncing) 
undeſerved praiſe ; but the ſame divine lips 
that forbids „giving flattering titles to any” 
commands us not to diminiſh juſt merit 
or to overlook the grace of God, whenever 


e ſee it diſplayed, in perſons or ſocieties. 


The becoming manner in which you afted- 
up to theſe precepts of the Goſpel, under 
long continued, and very diſtreſſing circum- 
ſtances, with regard to your late Paſtor, from. 
the commencement of his illneſs to the time 
of his departure, is retained in the memory 
of many, with pleaſure, and ſatisſaction.— 
The duties which providence: again im- 
poles. upon you, are thoſe of love, and. 
therefore it is only to remind you of them in. 
their order, and your affection will prompt 
you to do them. A thouſand arguments 
and perſuaſions can never make a dead 
man move, becauſe of his ſtate, but if you 
demonſtrate to a living man what he ſhould, 
do, without a ſingle exhortation or motive 
to activity, he will move forward immedi- 
ately. It is with the affectionate chriſtian as 
with the living man; and therefore pollet- 

ſing 
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tte God of all grace and peace he with vo 
| Poe all that we alk or think, accbrding to 


«Ye oy in the church by Chriſt Jeſus, 
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ſhi the diſpoſttion the apoſtls here'teeonh 


mend yo cannot fail in performing the 


duties enjoined. Strive- to maintain a co 


ſlleney of character. Be what you have 
been, and continue what you are by the 
grace of God. © © Whereunto ye have alrea- 


dy attained, walk by the ſame rule and 


mind the ſame thing,” yea do more“ forget · 
ting thoſe which are behind, and reaching 
E orth to thoſe that are before, preſs to- 
wurd the mark of the prize of your high 
W W « Be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, al- 

Ways abounding 1 in the work of the Lord, 
for as much as ye know that yonr labor is 
got in vain in the Lord.“ And nom may 


and do for you exceedingly: abundant A 


*the' power that worketh in us; unto him 
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